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Special pressure factors will make two Dark Horses into Must Books. Reports follow 








February 15 


Schmitt, Gladys DAVID THE KING Dial 
$3.00 
The author of The Gates of Aulis with her first book in four years has 
written a much more mature book, showing an objectivity, a mastery of the emotional 
factors that made her earlier book a confusion of personal and external emotions. The 
sustaifed power which characterized that hook is here — the originality of approach, 
perceptive quality in characterization, ability to identify herself with circumstances 
remote or near ~ all these factors are again evident. She has taken as her subject 
the figure of David, from his first departure from home to carry food to his brothers 
on the field of battle, to his final deathbed decision to pass on his kingdom to his 
son, Solomon. The pattern of the story recalls Elmer Davis! unforgettable Giant Killer 
~- and Gladys Schmitt, too, sees David as a gifted, magnetic man, an opportunist, a 
great lover, a consummate liar. His greatest sin— in his own eyes~ was his love for 
Jonathan, a: guilty love which destroyed his relations wifh Sani, and with his wife, 
Jonathan's sister. Yet even that love he betrayed. The balance of the book deals with 
his early years of uncertain place in court, winning fame with lute and songs, fortune 
and power within his grasp, then disgrace and exile, bloody days of vengeance and 
violence, and a period when his sins and his sorrows brought some measure of growth. 
Throughout his loves, sacred and profane, with the love for Bath-Sheba the greatest sin 
of all as he sent Oriah to be slain. Small space, comparatively, is given to those 
years when he had matured and made of himself a generous ruler, beloved by his people, 
The whole dramatic story is handled in very modern vein, while maintaining a sound 
historical sense of place and time, There is much that will offend the conservative 
reader— most of it will be disliked by the orthodox who still cling to the symbol of 
David as slayer of Goliath (even this is denied him here) and creator of the Psalms. 
David is viewed as a great sinner~ a man who was victim of his own failures and weak- 
nesses.... An appropriation of an initial $15,000 advertising budget and a Literary 
Guild selection will launch the book at cnce into the big money brackets. 


April 5 


Ward, Mary Jane THE SNAKE PIT Random House 
$2.50 

An absorbing anatomy of mental disequilibrium, which has much of the com- 
pulsion of The Lost Weekend, if basically it seems less genuine in derivation. This 
is, in the first person, the experience of Virginia Cunningham in an asylum, from her 
first periods of lucidity when she does not realize where she is, to longer phases of 
awareness of the fact that she is insane, of the indignity of the washrooms, of the 
horror of shock treatments and the all pervasive paraldehyde. Here, too, is her mem- 
ory of the past, her marriage to Robert, the realization of who he is when he comes to 
see her. The promotions, from ward to ward, the hope of release with the staff examin— 
ation, her failure to meet their questioning— confusion- finally total lapse which 
starts her on the degrading road down to wards increasing in violence, methods increas- 
ing in terror, tubs, wet packs, strait jackets- and finally, after hitting bottom, her 
release through the agency of Robert, to an outside world. For all that it seems un- 
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real, improbable at the close, there is a sense of authenticity in the institutional 
procedures, the life; and there is a very definite fascination~ perhaps a morbid one- 
and communicable pity. It is the publishers' big dark horse —- and announcement has 
just come through that it is to be Book of the Month dual selection ~ so watch it. 
Not for everyone — but important. 


And These Should Not Be Overlooked 





A new Jesse Stuart, FORETASTE OF GLORY (Dutton); a good Zane Grey, SHADOW ON THE TRAIL 
(Harper); a Mignon Eberhart~ FIVE PaSSENGERS FROM LISBON (Random House). ‘Two worth 
watching among newcomers, Walter Marquiss with BRUTUS WAS AN HONORABLE MaN (Soribner) 
and June Wetherell with DEAD CENTER (Dutton). - And— oh yes~ another Grace Livingston 
Hill, BRIGHT ARROWS (Lippincott). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 





February 18 
Klempner, John LETTER TO FIVE WIVES Scribner 
$2.50 
° Of its kind- a smart, slick trick- a hotcake for rentals with some sales. 


This is the closeup of five women at their logal committee meeting as they wait for 
the sixth, sleek sexy Addie oss, a divorcee who angled alternately for all their hus- 
bands, Addie whom they hate, whom they fear and resent. In place of Addie comes a 
letter, addressed to the five of them, saying she has run off with one of their hus- 
bands, deliberately unidentified, and leaving each to wonder if the unknown is hers. 
Mentally recapitulated, here are their marriages:— Martha, who made a martyred career 
of maternity and split with her husband over their son; Rita, whose second marriage 
was casual, comfortable, if unexciting, but something she wanted to cling to; Lora May, 
whose husband gave her social and material prestige though no children; Gerry who 
wanted to sing, and sacrificed her husband to a career which would never materialize; 
Deborah, plein, homely, whose Bradley was the catch of the town. Behind a front of 
bravado, each entertains, until one by one the husbands arrive, with only Rita aware 
that hers had wanted to leave her and changed his mind. Not perhaps as genuine as 
Once Around the Block but clever, apt, and recognizable. (Cosmo one shot). 





Phillips, Alexandra FOREVER POSSESS — 
$2. 
Long, fully documented local New York City and Hudson River history— the 
period 1689 — and a rather novel angle on the romance of a Dutch merchant's daughter, 
Annet je, and Henri, Marquis de la Vallon. Annétje's commonsense provides ballast for 
Henri's aristocratic idealism, but she finds that it takes that and more to be mistress 
of the great estate up the river. A mother-in-law and daughter by an earlier marriage 
combine to keep her an outsider, but Annetje takes a part in her husband's affairs 
which sometimes imperils their relationship. The story is*told against the incident 
of the Leislerian revolt~ and the final security of home and possessions. Good hand- 
ling of little known phase of early American history, but not always easy reading. 


Flynn, Errol SHOWDOWN per inna 
South Seas adventuring with a frustrated Englishman, Shamus, whose life is 
saved by Father Kirshner, and whose heart is lost to Sister Ganice. Realizing how im- 
possible the situation is, Shamus sets out on another trip, hiring his boat to a group 
of Hollywoodians out for native pictures, but in reality mapping the coast for Britain 
and the U.S. in an attempt to keep abreast of Jap information. There is Cleo, whose 
appeal is wholly physical, until storm and danger have proved her real worth; there is 
the storm which maroons them on unfriendly territory, where Antiok, head of the pygmies, 
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wants revenge on the whites, through the person of Cleo. Lush rather than literary- 
@® yern of the tropics and their effeet on inhibitions. 


February 25 


Humphreys, John BR. VANDA EER'S ROAD a 
075 

& holding tale - a dark tense quality toa story of violent passions, and 
emotional escapes, as an old man, nearing death, precipitates the climag of a long- 
suffered tragedy. A hag-riddem conscience drives a mother into madness; the father 
defies the world around him with the knowledge of his grim secret; one son is able to 
escape into the Army, while a younger son, Jorg, sinks further and further into a 
world of his own making, where he pursues the symbol of his father in frustrated - im 
murder:~ such are the Hendersons, long a juicy topic of gossip in a mid-Michigan town. 
The death of the mother and the father' s discovery of the old man send him to his 
family in Canada, where he learns that his first attempt at murder had failed, but 
that he cannot escape his second murder. He returns home- and when boys discover the 
contents of his silo, he vanishes, leaving Jorg to find a refuge with the old man and 
his father's sister in Oanada....0n various levels of consciousness and with the con- 
flict of individual emotions, this has a telling, nightmare searching quality that 
maintains intellectual rather than physical horror. A book that will be difficult to 
place- but that may get word of mouth publicity. 


March 4 
Gilpatric, Guy GUY GILPATRIC'S FLYING STORIES ye 
' $2.50 
‘ The creator of Mr. Glencannon (who does not appear here) has selected 


these stories about aviation, from the earliest exploits of the joystick virtaosi, on 
t@® World War I, then the dark days of the '20's, the tremendous advances of the 10's, 
and finally « with two fantasies— World War II. The tales reflect the changing plane 
construction, aerial knowledge and attitudes toward flying. There are animals as well 
as humans inthe yarns; there is flying as a vitalizing agent for patriotism; there are 
publicity stunts, parachute jumping, airplane racing, commercial competition, and so on. 
You will read how a parrot navigated with crows, how a tiger became acceptable freight, 
how the Americans won a Buropean race, how Unglish Jews revenged themsleves on Hitler, 
how the Statue of Liberty toured the womld. And you'll have some chuckles on the way. 
Commercial property- but entertaining, and the preface provides affectionate memories 
of the authors own enthusiasm for flying. 


Stewart, Catherine Pomeroy HER HUSBAND'S HOUSE — 
2.50 

A sensitively, intelligently interpreted portrait of an international marr- 
lage, of conflicting traditions, the feudal as against the democratic, when Lucy, an 
American, marries Alessandro, an Italian. Austere, aristocratic, proprietary, 
Alessandro can never quite countenance the freedom Lucy demands and expects in marriage, 
They disagree, particularly over Pia, a waif whom Lucy brings into the home but is not » 
quite able to cope with. Pia, wild, sensual, is indirectly responsibjp for the death 
of a cousin, and is a constant source of dissension within the household, particularly 
when the son, Franco, falls in love with her. Thinking, wrongly, that Pia is involved 
with his father, Franco enlists, backs the Fascist cause even in defeat, and is killed. 
And this tragedy ultimately brings reconciliation to lucy and Alessandro....Once again, 
as in So Thick the Fog, the author is able to convey the emotional conflicts created 
within families by differing opinions- set against the political baekgrounds of today. 
There is perhaps less of action than in the earlier book, but again the discerning 
quality that appeals to feminine readers. 
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March 8 


Stuart, Jesse FORETASTE OF GLORY Dutton 
$2.50 
An odd conception this - and to my way of thinking, it makes a very art- 
ificial frmae in which to set these profiles of the characters in the southern town 
of Blakesburg. The time is September 18, 1941 — and on that evening Blakesburg had a 
spectacular display of Northern Lights. Through the town ran the terror that this 
presaged the end of the world, and each chapter shows one of the town's citizens mak- 
ing his peace with God and his neighbors. With this thread holding the pattern to- 
gether, Jesse Stuart gives briefly etched portraits— revealing the murky undercurrents, 
the unhappy human relations, the perverted and distorted business structures, the 
quarrels and hates and suspicions. There are occasional bits of relief, glimpses of 
better ways of life, less humor than usual. And there is some brilliant writing. 


March 13 


Hill, Grace Livingston BRIGHT ARROWS Lippincott 
$2.00 
Let's concede a large audience — and if you need to know no more than that, 
read no farther....For to us this seems more daze of Grace, as Eden, a young girl, is 
left alone at the death of her father to combat sin in the outside world in the form 
af an aunt, Lavira, a cousin, Ellery (who robs her of her jewels), and finally in the 
form of Caspar Carvel, former friend who has lost his faith, and of Niles Nevin, worth- 
less and worldly. Never wavering, not for a minute, Eden opposes the attentions of all 
of these, is helped by her young lawyer, Lorrimer, upright and reverent, and at the end 
succeeds in saving Caspar when he is on his deathbed....I guess what it comes down to 
is that we have no influence on Mrs. Hill's wide market - and she has none on us. 


Sobolev, Leonid SOUL OF TH SEA 4/z'+ Lippincott 
“  $3,00 

Longer episodes of ships of war in the Russian Navy - short stories - 
anecdotes, = these extend from the Revolution to the present and have a rough humor, 
realism, for masculine tastes. These are stories of wind and storm and ice fields 
and combat, of the stupefaction and suffocation of the men on a submerged submarine, 
of a new Academician, Comrade Belosselsky, whose attempted reform of a ship almost 
Sinks the vessel; of a hoax as a mild mannered officer is made Commander for three 
days of the Baltic fleet; of Tiny, a flagship mascot horse; of the reform of an old 
sailor's vocabulary; of a flying Dutchman, and so on. Stories which for the most part 
have more than a fair amount of technical navigation, a hurdle to add to the difficult- 
ies of the Russian casting and backgrounds for the average American reader. 


Gunn, Neil THE XSY OF THE CHEST —- Stewart 
275 

A tale of the Highlands and the sea ~ and once again Neil Gunn Las given 
the biggest part in his story to the sense of place and its control over human des~ 
tinies. Whether he is writing of the strange brothers, - Charlie, who was destined 
to be a minister, and broke with the authorities, and Dougald, dour shepherd of the 
cooperative venture run by the storekeeper -and the remote lands end where they had 
their hut, and where Charlie pulled a shipwrecked Swedish sailor fromthe water only 
to find him dead; or of the Laird— exiled to Ros Lodge because of his mental aberra- 
tions and the trouble in which he always found himself; or the Hamish and his chums, 
who ventured to do a bit of poaching, aping their elders and got lost in the fog on 
the edge of the sea cliffs; or of the minister with his possessive love for his 
daughter, or the doctor who knew something of every side of life, or of the villagers, 
fishermen and sheep men - always - dominating their lives- are the storms and the fogs 
and the Highlands and the sea. This story has the fascination of much of his writing. 

















February 1, 1946 Fiction ~ 44 .. 
March 21 


Gibbs, Philip THROUGH THE STORM — 
2250 

Once again Sir Philip Gibbs has applied his reporter's eye and ear to con- 
temporary events, and woven a rather machine made story into the fabric of news of the 
day. It is the story of the Hambledons, Americans, two brothers and a sister, as they 
are involved in the war. Edward the eldest, an artist in Paris at the time of its fall, 
rescues a wounded Englishman, becomes involved with the affairs of a highborn French 
family outside of Tours, and joins forces with them in the underground. He falls in 
love with Lucile, and loses her when she is seized by the Germans and dies. Then there 
is his brother, Tiny, a pacifist, who falls in love with an English refugee, when she 
comes to America. He loses his pacifism and enlists after Pearl Harbor; he goes to 
ingland and there encounters Cynthia again, secures her affections- and then dies 
during the Invasion, Last and least is Penny, a Wave, who falls in love with an English 
officer..and who comes through sans casualties....The characters are types— the plot 
is familiar formula, maintaining the dull realism of previous opi. 


Smith, Royall THE ALUMINUM HEART —— 
2675 

The book has vitality— pace— and a certain originality of content and 
handling. It starts out as an industrial novel~ its setting is an airplane factory 
in southern California. But the focus is on the men and women of the plant, thrown 
into unfamiliar pattern of relationship, where man the wolf and woman the prey are re- 
peated in various permutations cross sectioning the plant and its workers, There are 
the interdepartmental politics, the personalities inside and outside the plant. And 
particularly there is the love story of Phillis, who was ambitious beyond her unfinished 
High School career, and who attracted three different types of men-~ and chose Chris. 
She married him in rather casual fashion- as escape from the home she resents. And 
their rootless marriage has to take the hurdles of separation and temptation and finally 
acceptance of mutual need before it finds roots in actuality. Rugged going~ with all 
the paraphernalia attendant upon modern tough, "frank" writing. Often distasteful- 
often boring. 


March 22 


Eldridge, Paul - MEN AND WOMEN — Ackerman 
2250 

A collection of short stories by the author of Salome, And the Sphinx Spoke, 
etc. (did you ever hear of them- frankly, we didn't!). They seem to us deliberately 
derivative de Maupassant and not good at that. Love's little ironies,— the operatic 
star who at 50-odd has a last supper for her twelve lovers; the possessive mother who 
secures a lifetime revenge on her daughter; the two friends, one who fg unimowingly the 
lover of the other's wife; adultery, illegitimacy, lesbianism etc. French backgrounds 
in the main fail to achieve for these a continental condiment and their sensationalism 
proves to be quite dull. : 





March 27 


Trist, Margaret SUN ON THE HILLS Harper 
$2.50 

Against a backdrop of Australia today, a village and’its townspeople in- 
dulging in gossip, speculation and modest rivalry, the local events of a weekend, the 
story is told of young love of Jimmy Blair and Sheila Carlingsford. Jimmy is home on 
leave; he meets Sheila on the local train, is attracted by her very demureness. In 
sharp contrast, there are the Hendersons and Carlingfords— promiscuous and procreative-— 
who make Sheila realize that she must take Jimmy as he is -or not at all. Not good- 
not bad-not important. 
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March 7? 


Caldwell, Cy SPEAK THE SIN SCFTLY —_— 
Zeld 

Contrasts in saintliness and sensuality are evident in the story of a 
priest in Ecuador, unworldly, youthful Salvatore, as he goes through the painful pro- 
cess of indoctrination in the way of the world and the flesh during his first years as 
Padre of a small village. He is powerless to prevent the affair between 1l6~year old 
Florecita, a baggage, and the bandit-soldier Ricardo Salinas. And when she comes to 
confessional, he recognizes guilt in himself in the disturbance she creates. Again in 
Quite, the capital of Ecuador, he is tempted by Lili - and his disillusionment in him 
self is furthered by disillusion inthe church as ho soos it entangled in politics, in 
a small scale revolution. Unsure of himself and his vocation, he goes home, where an 
Older Padre teaches him the virtue of compromise and moderation and tolerance.... 
Despite the success of a numbor of "little minister" books, this still seems very 
special in appeal~ and not for the stricter P.L. dict. 


Chidester, Ann TES LONG YEAR weg 
2e75 

Plausible novel of a woman's drive for domination, with 1934 and the dead~ 
ening effect of the depression as background for her machinations. Kay Hasswoll, much 
married and bitter, returns to midwestern Highland Falls, her home town, and proceeds 
to disrupt it. Sho takes over the factory, ousts her brother, alienates the workers 
when she shuts down for a period, only to open when government contracts provide out— 
let for shoddy products. Through her destructive force directed against her own f amily 
and the community she indulges her lust for power, and destroys her own chancos for re~ 
habilitation in the process. At the close, her niece, whom she!d tried to absorb, has 
her eyes opencd and turns against Kay, strikes out for herself and leaves Kay, her short 
reign of power broken, to the insecurity of middle age. There's a real feel for the 
town's personality ~ and a meticulous tracing of a woman's self-indulged destiny. But 
it seems unrelieved and almost too obvious in its pattern. Perhaps its the influence 
of The Strange Woman, that has started this run on books of the type. 





Lindsay, Norman COUSIN FROM FIJI 3) 29 nanan House 
2.50 
Another Australian background story by the author of The Age of Consent 
('38) for the frolicsome tale of two flighty and impetuous females who bring life to a 
gossipy, staid town of the '90's. There's the widowed Cecilia and her daughter Ella, 
and pitted against them are the rest. of the family, straight—laced Sarah and her smug, 
proper daughter; Uncle George, preening dandy with money-backed affairs. Caught in 
the crossfire was obstinate, irresponsible Grandma, whe with her cronies provides comic 
relief. The plot concerns clandestine meetings with lovers, family scandals, shady 
attempts to provide proper economic background. Eventually Cecilia and Ella elope to 
Melbourne with their suitors, though not without a note of retribution as Sarah shares 
the ignominy of har daughter's illegitimate child and George is condemned to marry 
the least attractive of her ladies. <A frivolous, gay family story— quite entertaining 
despite slow spots. 





Marquiss, Walter “BRUTUS WAS AN HONORABLE MAN oe 
3400 
* An adroitly turned tale which reveals the seamy side of motives behind the 


lustrous exteriors of the good deeds of two worthy citizens of a mid-western town in 
the years between 1899 to 1941. The real hero of the story is a shadowy figure that 
serves as deus ex machina by applying a judicious bit of blackmail at psychological 
moments when the town's leading citizens are plotting some bit of self~interest,. Pious 
frauds and business deals that edge on the brink of illegal - situations which bring 
two families into highlight against the "lesser" people of the town— drama and humor~ 
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politics and religion~ social welfare and programs that go by the name~ the wrong peo- 
ple and the right poople ~ all play their parts in this passing show of mid-—town-— 
America at its coming of age. One could wish for slightly sharper focus on the main 
characters, which emerge as lay figures compared to some of the lesser lights. One 
could wish the pattern did not repeat itself so aptly. But, all in all, it's good read- 
ing and revealing. Mr. Hubbard and Dr, Quaile and Jonathan Norfleet represents clom- 
ents that havo gone to the making of America, for better, for worse. 


March 


Larsson, Gosta SHIPS IN THE RIVER oe House 
2675 

The ever—shifting stages of relationship between Bohemian Jan and Norwegian 
Karen as they strugglo. to find a life togethor on the New York waterfront, and find 
their way entangled with the longshoremen's battle for recognition. Karen, emotionally 
immature, haunted, unstable in both mind and body, finds in Jan the balance necessary 
for her survival, but fights against her salvation, and her despair is intensified when 
her young nephew comes to them. Jan, patient, kind, desperately in love with Karen, 
finds his responsibility for her wakens him to the evils and injustices under which the 
longshoremen work, and as he hobnobs with a union organizer to get safer, healthior 
accomodations for the mon, is blacklisted, and with an injury, learns more of the evils 
of the system. Jan adds determination to aid the longshoremen to ‘his efforts to reclaim 
Karen~ and is rewarded by her progress to normaley. The author of Our Daily Bread, stc. 
uses his first American setting, and gives an impression of firsthand knowledge of the 
background, the river, ships, docks, bosses, unions, workers ~and writes of human beings 
in understanding terms. Good blend of labor problems with human relations. 








April 1 


Pholan, Jim MOON IN THE RIVER Current Books 
$2.50 

A highly stylized novol of the English peasants...the complete victimization 
of a county by a murdering, raping, blackmailing lord of 74, written by the author of 
Banshee Harvest (1944-Viking). Again a story of the haves and have notseagain a con» 
temporary scene treated with almost poriod feeling. Tho setting is not so convincing 
as was the Irish hill country of the earlier book, but again he has conveyed a mood of 
place against which hts story is plotted. The shadow of mystery, ignorance, fear, 
silence hangs over the peasants. Commentators on the scone are an artist and an actress, 
summer visitors, who attempt to penetrate the inertia and superstition of the people of | 
a lovely English countryside weighed dewn by poverty. The overlord, a virile, powerful 
Old man, his daughter, empty headed and over soxed; his son, lethargic and perverted; 
the village idiot, real son of the lord for whom the other had been substituted, the 
sole spiritually free person in the village; and the peasants who raised their daughters 
for the lord's instiable appetite. an attempted rape of the actress brings the whole 
affair to a heade the idiot is blamed but the actor secures his release, but has to be 
satisfied with letting go the prosecution of the real criminal. HEarthy, slow-moving, 
oddly fascinating- though improbable in period and setting. 


April _2 gi2t 


Lewis, C.&. THAT HIDEOUS STRENGTH —_ 
2.75 


Another oddly absorhing fantasy in the Perelandra series, which finds Dr, 








Ransom using his interplanetary associations to combat tho dangors that are threatoning 
the earth, originating in England. An institute designed to combine state and labor- 
atory plans to rule the world, and Ransom and his loyal followers are able to forestall 
the progran through the true-—dreaning of Jane Studdock, unhappily married to Mark, a 











February 1, 1946 Fiction ~ 47 o 


University instructor, who is seduced by the Institute's plans. Merlin and his un- 
earthly powers are enlisted, and Jane routes him to Mark instead of the Instituto and 
ultimately the leaders are vanquished, the power of the Institute destroyed. Mark os~ 
capes~ to Jane.e.Lowis has once again portrayed civilization ironically— entertaining 
concepts of mankind's struggle for the future, the destiny of the universo. Amazing 
Pseudo—docunentation ~ and a disturbing undercurrent of perception of forces at work 
today. For his special audience. Sell as C.S. Lewis! approach to the problem of the 
atonic age! 


Ape4+-2 fr ¢ [4 


Smith, Laban C. NO BHTTER LAND “a 
2250 

The story of a family and their life on a farm in Wigconsin in 1906, per- 
meated with a deep~rooted love of the land and a man's futile attempt to make the land 
his own by keeping his children there. Old Abel had gone West and developed for hin~ 
self and his descendants the finest farm in the county, but he was spending his last 
years fighting to make farmers and farmers' wives out of his children in the face of 
his wife's determination to educate them for the professions. A wise but kindly man, 
Abel succeeds in saving two of his seven children; he is no match for scheming, am- 
bitious Marie, This is a first novel, slow-paced, with wispy threads of plot, colorless 
characters who spend their time bickering or posing as being models of morality. All 
in all, a pedestrian, amateurish handling of a mighty dull story. 


april 3 


Mergendahl, Charles HIS DAYS aRE aS GRASS tae aha 

Led 

Touching in its very natter-of~factness, this is the record of one boy's 

life,~ Gordie Taylor, who grew up in Newtonville, Mass. and died on Betio Island in 
1943. This chronicles the phenomena, disappointments, mysteries, shames of his early 
years; his use of protective coloration, his changing attitudes toward fanily, girls, 
old friends, new enthusiasms, his experiments in sex, in aptitudes. There are summer 
jobs ~ and one of them brings him Julia, whom he meets again in college. They bicker~ 
and marry ~ and Gordie bumhles through the adjustments, comes a cropper over Pearl 
Harbor, and finally joins the Marino Corps Reserve. He leaves Julia pregnant, comes 
safely through Guadalcanal, learns on leave in Australia of his new son- and meots 
death on Betio....A story of an average American youth ~ appealing in its simplicity 
and framed, for the telling, as passongers of a future airplane stopover on the atoll 
see graves which nean little to thom then. By the author of Don't Wait Up For Spring. 
Not important= but moving. . 





Reyher, Ferdinand ONCE OVER LIGHTLY hes? 
The development of a small town, the passing of time, trends and the conviv- 
ial institution of the old time barber shop for the story of Ben Halper, who sets up 
business in Illinois at the turn of the century, much to the discontent of his city 
minded, restless bride, Millie. Millie runs out on him and their young son, Benny. 
Ben, with no real understanding of the boy who takes after his mother, is never able 
to get Millde out of his mind - finds some security and satisfaction in his barber shop. 
Benny, stage struck, sees that future blighted when he comes back from the war crippled, 
cannot settle down, and is eventually killed on a job for a Chicago racketeer. At the 
end, Ben sells his shop to his daughter-in-law for a beauty parlor — gets some satisfac- 
tion in the third generation as his granddaughter, a nurse in this war, is decorated. 
Pleasant profile of days gone by, done with some sentinentality, much recognizability, 
and a warm picture of a nice old man, But it hasn't the humorous appeal, the quality of 
identification, of Country Lawyer, for instance- although it, presumably, belongs to 
that genre. 
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April 5 


Wetherell, June DEAD CENTER Dutton 
$2.50 


A story of marriage— and of what happened when a man took his wife and baby 
home to his family, a big, sprawling, possessive family which brooked no other way of 
doing things than the way they accepted. Phoebe had been brought up in Seattle district; 
Rolf was a Minnesota Swede, stubborn and spoiled darling of the family, and dunt Enna 
and her tribe nevor accepted Phoebe as one of them. Suspicion and jealousy did not 
help— and Phoebe had to find some way to live her own life and to make a right start 
for Johnny. Just how this works out~ how Phoebe allowed herself to be trapped and then 
found a way out- makes an interesting study in family relationships. Not an important 
book, perhaps, but convincing, three dimensional, and consistently good reading. This 
is June Wethorell's third book ~ she knows both settings of which she writes — and 
approximates in a different capacity the background of contact with fanily problems 
that gives validity to Josephine Lawrence's handling of pertinent questions today. I 
think June Wetherell writes with surer craftsmanship. 


Aprila 3/26 


Erskine, Dorothy THE CRYSTAL BOAT Fischer 
$2.50 

A modest onough story against a rich and breathless decor, a drawing, over~ 
whelming spate of 13th century legend, lore, history, customs, apparel, religion, sup~ 
erstitions, that is not only background, but part of the story of young Janet MacConnla, 
who loved the monk Guibert, and who escaped her bethrothal to young Hay by running away 
to the convent where sho caught the eye of the King, Alexander III, and went off to 
court with him. In Edinburgh, she withstands the King's approaches only briefly, thon 
becomes his mistress, and whon she is pregnant, sees Guibert again. The King-blaming 
his daughter's death in childbirth on his relations with Janet, turns her off. She 
bears the child, only to smother it inadvertently when hiding it from the Queon, and 
is jailed for murder. But Guibert and the Queen's leech rescue her, and she follows 
Guibert to England, where he dies and becomes a legend. Somewhat linited market. 


Apeit-9- 5} 514 


Scott, Jessic THE CHSRITY BALL Macnillan 
$2.50 

A pastol, period quality for the rather benign story of Harriet and Esther, 
aged 17 and 18, who are living at the turn of the century with their grandmother after 
the death of their mother. They hate her aristocratic severity and snobbery, and hor 
house; they realize they don't belong there nor at school where they never make the 
"right" croud, and they decide to run away when the season's event, the Charity Ball, 
offers the opportunity. The story follows their preparations, the ball itself, where 
Esthor meots and loves Gunnar Bjornson, studying to be a doctor, and tabu in grand= 
mother's eyes, Shortly after, in a run-in with the grandnother, the girls nove out and 
go to a rooming house, from which thoy are rescued by Gwen, who loves their father, and 
Gwen, despite opposition, takes the girls off to Ecuador when she goes there to marry 
re fathor. Passably pleasant roading for conservatives; most moderns will find it 

ullish. 


April 10 


Foldes, Yolanda GOLDEN EARRINGS Morrow 
$2.50 
A light rendition of an Englishnan's interlude in the gypsy world, when 
Ralph, a Colonel of 49, is taken in by the gypsy Lydia as he escapes ‘from the Germans. 
He finds hinself the object of linitless generosity and devotion, of Lydia's passion 





® 
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which gives him far more than he had ever found in his correct marriage, and he is 
amused by —- though not wholly approving~ the gypsy code of amorality pertaining to de- 
ceit, bribery, guile- all without malice. He submits to Lydia's superstitions, potions, 
and ninistrations even when they offend his sense of modern hygiene. He learns to tell 
fortunes for a living, ningles well with other gypsies (too well with their women folk), 
and finally is smuggled across the border to safety— England- and monotory of his marr- 
lage. A quiet humor here, a continental flavor— though it lacks the pace and story in- 
terest that makes Lady Eleanor Snith's ronantic gypsy storios best sollors. 


April 12 


Crabb, Alfred Leland LODGING AT THE SAINT-CLOUD wee ays 
2275 

This continues the saga of Nashville in the Givil War period, and the pres~ 
ent volume is concerned with the occupation of the Union troops, the penetration of 
Confederate spices, and the threat of Bedford Forrest's support to the Confederates. 
Forrest sends Nichol and Goforth to rescue Hume Crockett who has been captured; they 
succeed and then Nichol is jailed, but he escapes, aided by loyal Rebels, among then 
Mrs. Polk, widow of the President, and Hunter Cragwall, with whom he falls in love. 
When eventually all of them make thoir escape, Forrest decides to send Nichol back in- 
to Nashville to keep hin posted on Union plans... A lightor touch this tine, with the 
Saint-Cloud Hotel the focus, and the Maxwell House a hospital. Same of the sane flavor-— 
some of the characters fron the other books in a series that has won a following. 


Four Additions to Viking’s Portable Library 





March 18 


Aldington, Richard—Hd. THE PORTABLE OSCAR WILDE ‘en 
2200 
Includes parts of some of his longer works, Dorian Gray, The Inportance of 
Being Earnest, De Profundus, The Critic as Artist; poems, fairy tales, reviews, letters 
(some of then fornerly unpublished), anecdotes and sayings. 








Brown, John Mason~ Ed. THE PORTABLE WOOLLCOTT 4127 ‘Seas 
Ze 
Excellent selection fron his own collected works,~ While Rome Burns and Long, 
Long Ago; letters, hitherto uncollected piecos, book notes, radio talks, program notes. 
27 
April #7 








Cowley, Malcoln~ Hd. THE PORTABLE FAULKNER Ye 
20 
dn editor's preface introduces extracts from each of seven sections: The 
Old People, The Unvanquished, The Last Wilderness, The Peasants, The End of an Order, 
Mississippi Flood, Modern Tines. Under these headings, Cowley has included parts of 
his best known novels,— Absalon, Absalon! ~ The Hanlot ~ The Sound and the Fury~ Wild 























Palms and Sanctuary. 
yA 1% "| : 
Russell, Diarnuid — Hd. THH PORTABLE IRISH READER .) Viking 
~ $2.00 


I confess to being a trifle sceptical as to whether this volume will neas~ 
ure up to the popularity of the others, but the representation is broad in scope and 
interest and appeal. Fron writers of the past- Goldsmith, Swift, Tf. M. Healy stc. 
the editor takes one down through faniliar noderns,- bady. Gregory, Somerville and Ross, 
O'Faolain, Stephens, Wilde, O'Sullivan, Yeats, Colun, Gogarty. Same omissions are con- 
spicuous— Bernard Shaw (publisher trouble again?) for instance. Cimesifications in- 
clude letters, essays, plays, fiction, biography, history and poetry. 
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February 13 


Groy, Zane SHADOW ON THE TRaIL Harper 
$2.50 
* Wonder why this stayed in the barrel so long? It's good Zane Grey! A 


better than average story on the revolution to break the power of the rustlers on the 
newly opened\arizona ranges. The project originated with a reformed outlaw, Wade 
Holden, and the story traces Wade's fame as gunman for a holdup man, who confesses as 
he dies, that Wade is his son, and wins from Wade a promise to go straight. Wade is 
saved from capture by the Rangers by Jacqueline Pencarrow, and years later their paths 
cross again. As Tex Brandon, Wade uses his own money to hire cowhands, buy new cattle, 
fend off the enemy rustlers, and write cattle history in blood. He wins Jacqueline- 
and his pardon. 


February 15 


Chambers, Dana DEATH AGAINST VENUS =. 
200 

A full glamor drama as Richard Vine, alcoholically inclined, pulls himself 
out of the bottle to go to the assistance of Vee, the girl he loves, in a private 
asylum where she is being frightened into insanity, and where after the shooting of a 
nurse, she is suspected of homicidal impulses. Allied murders in Vee's family and a 
large inheritance at stake leave Vine sure of Vec, less sure of her survival, until 
Vine frames the killers and saves his girl. Carmine dyed. 


February 27 


Crispin, Ednund HOLY DISORDERS Lippincott 
$2.00 
Author of Obsequies At Oxford, continues the highbrow investigations of 
Gervase Fen, as he mocks and moans through two murders, demonology, and enemy broad~ 
casting. Fen leads the local police about, but is forced to step aside when the Yard 
takes over, and proceeds on his own to run down the pro-Nazi agitators in a danger 
laden finish. Enclycopaedic cathedral details, and sone mountebanking. Fancy. 





Whelton, Paul CALL THE LADY INDISCREET 3171S 4 - /7 Lippincott 
$2200 
Garry Dean, roportor, again (Death and the Devil) making news out of 
murder when he idontifics a burnt to the crisp corpse, links the dead man with a rich 
Philadelphia citizen and his two daughters, is bullied, baited, and just plain double- 
crossed until he tios in two killings with a hot goods outfit and a dirty picture 
racket. Not protty, but moves right along. 





March 21 


Du Bois, Theodora MURDER STRIKES aN aTOMIC UNIT — 
2000 
The formula is rapidly transposed into formula fare as Anne and Jeffrey 
McNeill see the research of their university laboratory on the bomb imperilled by the 
death of their nost brilliant investigator, and the loss of his notes. Sleuthing with- 
in the department for a murderer, and a liaison agent to the Axis, they get a double 
answer to a double crine. <Adequate~ but not up to. her best. | 


March 27 
Denver, Drake C0. BREED OF THS CHAPARRAL McBride 


$2.00 
4 stream-lined Western whereinTune, branded a sheriff killer, and now a 
law dodger, brings violence and murder in his wake and is forced to protect himself } 
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in a new town and clear his name of the old charge. Two women tangle his problems, 
but he fights his way out of the border vermin and hard cases, and establishes his 
innocence and wins the right girl. For impervious fans. 


April 10 


Kendall, Carol THE BLACK SEVEN Harper 
$2.00 
Unbdelievable- this trouble in the Twigg fanily, as inheritance and dis+ 
trust among the brothers and sisters bring murder in its wake and involves a l2-year 
old toy as anateour detective. Jewels, jealousies and a talking starling eomplete with 
corpse eaten by rats, and a gas masked killer — a policeman straightens things out. 
Hard to swallow. 


Fair, A. As CROWS CAN'T COUNT Morrow 
$2.00 
More hornet=nesting, as Donald Lam investigates a spendthrift trust, and 
gets involved with murder, emeralds, a talking crow, Colombian mines and antiques, and 
three elusive women. Bertha's shrieks to high heaven and Donald's corner cutting conm- 
bine to a successful finish for their firm. Nimble. 


Hones, Geoffrey BUILD MY GALLOWS HIGH yee 
250 
* A smooth, spare account of crime and incrinination as Red Bailey, wanting 


only the peaceful life with Ann, is forced back to the past of ten years back, a woman 
he'd loved and a murder he'd conmitted to protect her. Trying to kill the evidence 
against hin, he is neatly framed with two new murders, goes after his opponents, 
secures revenge, hut doesn't live to get back to Ann. Holding. 


April 12 


Kaufman, Wolfe I HATH BLONDES Sinon $ Schuster 
2.00 
Tho rough treatnent for private operative Dick Anderson, hired to act as 
bodyguard for a man he doesn't like, loses his client when the latter is murdered. He 
is in on a second murder which he is determined torevenge, and he finally gets en- 
meshed in one family's affairs which include revenge, blacknail and a blonde. <At long 
last Anderson gets his answor and his man. Highspeed toughic. 


23 
April te '/26 
Eberhart, Mignon Gi FIVE PASSENGERS FROM LISBON —_— House 
2-00 
* The naster touch for murders with superior entertainnent value. Five 


passengers are rescued fron a sinking freighter and face the threat of suspected Nazi 
affiliations, the smashing of a girl's loyalty to a man she had loved and befriended, 
and fear of each other and the stern Captain of the Red Cross ship which had saved then. 
The girl is trusted and aided by an Army officer escapes attempts on her life, Safety 
is finally achieved. Good reading value. 
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IMPORTANT NOTE 


The inclusion of listings of Reprints was done at the request of some of the subscrib— 
ers. Wo realize that the paucity of infornation and the fact that we do not index 
then individually makes the value of this section doubtful. Wo do not feel that we 
should give nore space to Reprints than we now do, however, and wonder whether this 
mere listing is worth your while~ or ours? Won't you let us know whether or not you 


use this part of the Service? If not, we'd like to drop it. 


BANTAM BOOKS (each $,25) 








February 

Benefield, Barry ~ VALIANT IS THE WCRD FOR CARRIE Lewis, Sinclair- BABBITT 
Collins, Mary - THE FOG COMES Thurber, Janes~ MEN, WOMEN & DOGS 

March 
Allen, Fred. Lewis~ ONLY YESTERDAY Haycox, Brnest- BUGLES IN THN AFTERNOON 
Bromfield, Louis ~~ NIGHT IN BOMBAY Holding, Hlisabeth~ NET OF THE COBWEBS 

BLUE RIBBON BOOKS (each $1.00) 

March 
Spivak, Lawrence E, & Angoff, Charles- AMERICAN MERCURY READER 
Thonas, Henry & Dana Lee— LIVING BIOGRsaPHIES OF FAMOUS MEN 

ditto LIVING BIOGRAPHIES OF FaMOUS WOMEN 


DUELL, SLOAN & PRHARCE — for Jan. 25 - announce 


THE NEW WORLD GUIDES TO THE LATIN AMERICAN REPUBLICS~ new cdition~ 3 vol. $2.50 each 
(Mexico & Central Anerica; East Coast of S. america; West Coast of S. America 








GROSSET & DUNLAP - for January 





Off Price Specials Books of Distinction 














Rich, Louise Dickinson~ WE TOOK TO THE Caldwell, Erskine- TRaGIC GROUND $1.00 
WOODS $1.49 
BEDSIDE ZSQUIRE - $1.89 











Popular Copyrichts— $1.00 Hobbics* Handicrafts* Handbooks 
Christie, A.= REMEMBERED DEATH Ed. of Popular Science+ BE YOUR OWN BOSS $1,98. 
Ertz, Susan— ANGER IN THE SKY RADIO FOR THE MILLIONS $1.49 
Field, Peter-~ THE SMOKING IRON GIANT HOME WORKSHOP MANUAL $1.98 
Grey, Zane~ WILD ‘RNESS TREK COMPLETE HOME WORKSHCP CYCLOPEDIa~ $2.98 
Haycox, Zrnest- TRAIL TOWN Ed. of Ou ioor Life- 
Lockridge; F, & R.~ DEATH TakeS A BOW OUTDOOR LIFE'S aNTHOLOGY OF FISHING « 
Loring, Enilie- KEBPERS OF THE FAITH ADVENTURES= $1.98 


Ross, Lillian Bos— BLAZE ALLAN 


for February 











Odd Prise Specials $1,49 Books of Distinotion— $1,00 | 
Ge YsNKEE LAWYER; The Autohiography of Kinbrough, Enily- WE FOLLOWED OUR HEARTS TO | 
HOLLYWOOD 


Ephrain Tutt 
Stevenson, D.E.-— MISS BUNCLE MARRIED 
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Grosset cont'd. 











6 Popular Copyrights— $1.00 Books of Distinction~ $1.00 
Everhart, Mignon G. - WINGS OF FEAR Hornan, Janes ~- al’ INCH OF TIME 
Hill, Grace Livingston- MORE THAN CONQUEROR Seifert, HBlizabeth— DR ELLISON'S DECISION 
Homes, Geoffrey ~ SIX SILVER HANDLES Tuttle, W.C. ~- HIDDEN BLOOD 
Miller, Helen T,. ~ HUNTER'S MOON 


Hobbies* Handicrafts* Handbooks 





Ed. of Popular Science- EVERYBODY'S RADIO MaNUAL~ $1.00 
Ed. of Outdoor Life - OUTDOOR LIFE'S ANTHOLOGY OF HUNTING ADVENTURES~ $1.98 








DELL ~ for February — (each $.25) 


Coxe, George Harmon— MURDER WITH PICTURES Roden, H.W.- YOU ONLY HaNG ONCE 
Eughes, Dorothy B.~ THE SO BLUE MARBLE Holding,E.S.- MURDER IS A KALLJOY 


~for March 


Adans, Cleve F,- THE CROOKING FINGERS McCloy, Helen- THE DEADLY TRUTH 
Christie, Agatha~ APPOINTMENT WITH DHATH Roos, Kelly— MADE UP TO KILL 


POCKET BOOKS, INC. (each $.25) 














for February for March 
Douglas, Lloyd C.~ DISPUTED PASSAGE Brand, Max- THE FIGHTIN' FOOL 
@ Marsh, Ngaio- COLOUR SCHEME Gardner, Erle S.— TH® D.A. DRAWS A CIRCLE 
: Sayers, Dorothy L.-—- BUSMAN'S HOLIDAY . Nordhoff & Hall~ Ma&N aGAINST THE SEA 
Seifert, Hlizabeth— YOUNG DR. GaLAHAD Popkin, Zelda~ THE JOURNEY HOME 
Upson, Wm. Hazlitt~ ALEXANDER BOTTS Shute, Nevil— PasTORAL 
for January WORLD PUBLISHING COMPANY for February 














Forum Books ~ $1.00 Forun Books ~ $1.00 
Busch, Niven- DUEL IN THE SUN Bailey, Temple+ RED FRUIT 
i Davis, Clyde Brion- ADVENTURE Keyes, Frances P.- THE SAFE BRIDGE 


(Criginally published as The Anointed) White, Ethel Lina- THE SPIRAL STAIRCASE 
White, W.L.- REPORT ON THE RUSSIANS 





Odd Price Books Odd Price Books 








Brooks, Van Wyck~- THE WORLD OF WASHINGTON Karloff, Boris— ed. (original) 
IRVING~ $1.49 * aND THE DARKNESS FALLS~ $2.75 
Burnett, Whit-Ed.- THE SHAS OF GOD- $1,49 
Cain, James M.~ THREE NOVELS— $1.49 
Shay & Loving- 50 CONTEMPORARY ONE AcT 
PLAYS~ $1.49 








Tower Books— $.49 Tower Books~ $.49 
| Fast, Howard- THE LAST FRONTIER Clarke ,D,H,— LADY ANN . 
Irish, Willian—- DEADLINE aT DAWN Knight & Hersholt- DR. CHRISTIAN'S OFFICE 
© Lewis, Sinclair— GIDEON PLANISH Nordhoff & Hall~ NO MORE GaS 
| Nordhoff & Hall» THE DARK RIVER Queen,Ellery- THE DEVIL TO Pay 
Norris, Kathleen~ MOTHER Steinbeck, John—- THE PaSTURES OF HEAVEN 


AMERICAN FISHERMAN & HUNTER'S ANNUAL Vol.I 


Special -~- Memorial Edition- March 25 
Dreiser, Theodore— AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY - 1 vol. —Introduction by H.L. Mencken 
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MUST BOOKS 
April 4 
Corbott, Jin MAN— EATERS OF KUMAON Oxford 
, : Reported for October publication last Fall- P. 4ll- as estiinaiia a is 


really something different in the field of hunting adventure - and very good reading 

it makes. Somo of it is most exciting - all written with a truly anazing straight~- 
facod, dispassionate coolness. It's a truc account of the famous hunter's oxporiencos 
with man-cating tigers in the jungles of India. Ho describes in dotail the stalking, 
the tigors' victims, and some of the most hairbreadth escapes that have been recorded - 
@ll the noro harrowing bocause of his caln detachment. Good armchair adventure ~ not 
just for hunting onthusiasts, but for mon and wonen~ boys and girls-— who like straight 
adventure, ovon though it's a bit gory at times. One chaptor has appoarod in Readors’ 
Digest, which should whet the appetite for nore."... Now Book-of—-theo-Month selection, 
co—choice with Mary Janc Ward's Tho Snake Pit (Random Houso~ seo P. 40)— so sure of a 


good send-off. 





& DaRK HORSE 





February 11 


Meredith, Roy MR. LINCOLN'S CAMERA MAN: Mathow B. Brady Scribner 
$7.50 

An oxtraordinary achievenent- this photographic record of the Civil War, 
made by the loading photographer of his times, the famous Mathew Brady. He was assign- 
ed- on his own insistonec- as official photographer of the Union Arny, and through his 
photographs, mado under the most difficult of circumstances, and with inadequate equip~ 
ment, he has given today's reader a chance to feel a sense of knowing what war was like 
eighty years ago. Roy Meredith has brought together some 400 photographs,-— the con- 
tinuity of Civil War photographs, the leading men in the realm of politics and military 
life, figures of importance in the world of art and letters, place photographs that take 
one back to the social life of the times. The text- the first full biography of Brady- 
is factual, compotent, but uninspired; the pictures are their own best advocate. An 
essential item for every collector of Civil War material. A beautiful piece of book 
naking. 

Slin Pickings - but note thesc.... 


For the Rumer Godden fans, an autobiographical interlude, THUS FaR «ND NO FURTHER 
(Little, Brown); for the avid amatours in antique collecting, the new Drepperd book, 
PIRST READER FOR ANTIQUE COLLECTORS (Doubleday). See below for reports. 





PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS Non-Fiction 





February 18 


Raeburn, Ben~ Ed. TREASURY FOR THE FREE WORLD rote 
3.50 

A beautiful piece of book making - and a book that should find a placo for 
itself with people who want to be aware of what some of the important thinkers of today 
are thinking- and writing— about today's problems. The hurdle to take is that of gen- 
eral apathy - can a group of 63 authors do more than eacratch the surface of building 
for constructive thinking along the lines of international democracy, political den 
ocracy, economic democracy and a real and functioning association of nations? For suth 
are the expressed intentions of this group, which includes such nanes as Benes, Masaryk, 
de Gaulle, Wallace, Welles, Hinstein, Sandburg, Willian Benet, Mac Leish, Del Vayo, 
Sheean, Croce, Huxley, Lerner, and many others, nost of thon familiar to readers, to ° 
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the radio audience. The material~ in the main- is drawn from the files of FREE WORLD — 
expanded, edited for this volume. Statesmen, philosophers, economists, poets, scion. 
tists, peace-makers ~ all have their say in pithy essays which fit roughly under such 
main headings as America Looks at the Free World, Shaping Tomorrow's World, That the 

Many May Be One, Work for a Free World, Victims of the Dead New Order, Group Projudice, etc 

















February 18 


Henderson, Daniel YANKEE SHIPS IN CHINA SEAS ama House 
3.00 

Well-condensed account of U.S. maritime, commercial and diplomatic, relations 
with China from the first "honest" trading trip of the Empress of China in 1784 to the 
air clippers of the late '30's, this gives competent coverage to the pioneors of sail, 
Steam and wings, to those self-reliant individuals who acted for themselves or who org- 
anized business ventures. A record, too, of intellectual as well as commereial cargoes; 
of sea captains, pirates, captives; missionaries, mutinies, massacres, women, philoso- 
phers, adventurers, etc.; of the bitter British and american competition for the trade; 
of tea, cloth, paper, whale oil, guano, opiun, and slave coolie trade; of the cra of 
gallant ships and tea, clippers and vast incentive; of formless to inportant policies:- 
all in all a record both proud and ombarassing. Maritime appeal- lovely old pictures- 
Oriental interest. 





Campbell, Helen & Alfred APPLEJACK FOR BREAKFAST tar os 
2-50 
Iwo intellectuals go "truly rural" in the farming section of the Delaware 
Valley near Lambertville, New Jersey. They buy their "dream cottage", actually a farn 
which meant full-time, back-breaking work that would have defeated anyone less courage- 
ous, ingenious and delightfully, buoyantly humorous. Starting from scratch, they 
plunged into redecorating, plumbing which involved an unwieldy septic tank, stock rais-~ 
ing,- chickens, pigs, cattle, horse, with its unpredictable troubles, hunting, wood~- 
cutting, fishing. And they had in the main such success that they capitalized their eox~ 
periences further in beconing specialized magazine contributors, and Mr. Campbell ac- 
quired the distinction of being a Farn Consultant in New Jersey. A gay, cheerful view 
of farm life but with a realistic attitude toward its traps for the city-gone-rustic 
gentleman farmer, Light reading, but with practical hints for the would-be-farner. 
An attractive looking book, with line drawings by Alice Harvey, and an appealing jacket. 


February 25 


Tartiere, Drue with M.R. Werner HOUSE NEAR PARIS _—s Schuster 
Led 
Originally scheduled for Fall and reported as such on 10/1/45 under the 
title, Traffic in Patriots. "A distinctly personal, often unabashed story of an an~ 
erican woman in the underground who stayed on, of her own choice, after the fall of 
France. As drana, it does not cone up to Etta Shiber's Paris Underground. One ques» \ 
tions the continued interest in this field already crowded. (If we could say that in | 
October how much truer it is in February!) The author was the wife of Jacques Tartiere, 
who was with De Gaulle in England and was later to die in Syria. Drue decided to join \ 
the resistance; she rented a house in German-occupied Barbizon. after the Anerican 
entry into the war she was interned for several nonths, but sinulated henorrhages, 
synptone of cancer, until she won release and returned to Barbizon, where her house 
became one of the stations on the underground for rescuing and sending on American and 
English aviators. Five of the boys stayed with her for a period of two nonths before 
the liberation. An unself—conscious, if sometimes too intinate, record; smooth roading, 


Povrunry of 


Diat, Louis LOUIS DIaT's HOME COOKBOOK | wae ee a a 


Let's hope that by the tino this book is published, the ingredients which 








ae ee 
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he assumes to be available will be in everyone's refrigerator,— cream, butter, olive 
oil~ and a wide choice of meats. Frankly, this is a misleading title- few "home 
kitchens" are equipped to cope with the kind of meticulous procedure required, with 
the equipment suggested. Its main value will be for professionals whose whole interest 
is focussed on fine art of cookery, for households where the staff includes both cook 
and scullery maid, for restaurants priding themselves on specialites de la maison and 
who want to extend their field. The housewife may pick up hero and there a dish that 
appeals to her imagination (I am trying out his recipe for Oxtail Parisienne tonight) 
but in the main it is not a book to provide the average cook with a basic cookbook. 
The intimate glimpses of his mother's kitchen, scattered through the text make tt a 
very personal sort of cookbook, and the coverage is wide— though not complete, 





February 28 


Lanont, Corliss THE PEOPLES OF THE SOVIET UNION Harcourt, Brace 

$3.00 

For what it attempts as defined in the title, this is a clear, factual 

volume, provocative and informative, but no attempt is made tO discuss the controver- 
sial issues of phases of democracy as applied to the U.S.S.R. Mr. Lanont, whose inter- 
est in the Soviet dates back a good many years, writes of the 177 groups that comprise 
the population of the Soviet 'League of Nations' and that racial and cultural denoc~ 
racy that survived the acid test of war. It makes an exceedingly interesting follow~ 
up on Duranty's U.S.S.R. (1944) which provides some of the background material omitted 
here. This book is concerned mainly with the nost troubling problems in the world to- 
day, racial minority freedoms; Lamont shows how the Soviet fosters regional and cultural 
autonomy and achieves unity, and documents his thesis with charts, maps, photographs. 
There is an informative chapter on the governnent structure of the USSR, another on 
economic, ethical and scientific principles which state the theoretical hasis for the 
Soviet form of government, but he skirts the really controversial issues. The book, 
however, is crammed with information on a subject on which the general public is unin~ 
formed, and it makes absorbing reading. 


February? 1/24 


Mackey, Joseph THH FROTH ESTATE Prentice~Hall 
$2.50 
Less smartypants than previous humorous columnists! recollections, this 
assembly, of the characters and incidents that have entertained the author in his work 
for the N.Y. Sun, follows the pattern of the eccentrics, the oddities encountered in 
this kind of career. There are the quirks, tricks and hobbies that people think are 
newsworthy; the peculiar individuais and their claims to fame; moving picture beauties 
and their attitudes toward the press; wonder kids, good and bad; animal stories; press 
agents and their wives; the strata of the newspaper world and the distinguishing marks 
of each type; the real work behind the stories. There is some repetition on the crack~ 


pots covered but the tone is not as harsh, as self-satisfied as for instance Earl Wilson. 


Jeffers, Robinson MepmA 4/) 4 Randon House 
$2.50 

Joffers' name will carry this book out amongst his following and poetry 
readers generally, but it will fall short of wide general appeal. Here is a retelling 
of the legend of Medea and her vengeance against Jason in facile, accomplished verse. 
The version follows fairly closely the Euripides' interpretation, but at no point does 
he reach the intensity of horror and pity that the famous Greek poet achieves, even 
in translation. For some reason, Jeffers! rendering does not prove as effective as 
his pseudo-Greek tragedies set in his California background. 
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Gamow, George ATOMIC ENERGY IN COSMIC AND HUMAN LIFE Macnillan 
50 Years of Radiactivity $2.75 

Two carlier books, Mr. Tompkins in Wonderland and Mr. Tompkins Explores 
the Aton introduced the laynan to science in a novel way. As menber of the U.S.N. 
Comnittee on Explosives during the war, as associate of Lord Rutherford and of Neils 
Bohr, George Ganow is intimatoly informed on the theory of atom splitting: His following 
plus-the narket that absorbed the Smyth Report and read Modern Man Is Obsolete — should 
provide a widened audience for this book, despite its clumsy title. It is an interest- 
ing and competant exploration into the scientific and philosophical meanings of atomic 
energy, intended for the reader who has worked through such popularizations as Dietz’ 
Atonic Energy or The Atonic age Opens. A-~bombs and U-235 are of course discussed in 
Some detail but the approach throughout is urbane, leisurely, rounded and unjournalistic, 
It requires— for understanding- at least a highschool physics background, md reaches 
beyond the immediate problems of bomb-making and power to consider such related subjects 
as solar energy, ebomic clues to the age and origin of the universe and atomic implica- 
tions of entropy. « good book for a specialized audience. 


























March 13 


Noyes, alfred- Hd. GOLDEN BOOK OF CaTHOLIC POETRY Lippincott 
$3.50 
Traditionalist in taste and form, with accent on the past rather than the 
present, this collection is assembled in the belief that the last half century has en- 
riched the field of Catholic poetry. The greater part of the collection is authored by 


» Catholic poets from Chaucerian tines to the present, with the balance predoninantly 


English, secondarily American, and with a snall sampling from other languages in trans= 
lation. In some esses (Shakespeare, for instance) the pocts were representative of 
Catholicism in spirit only. The tributary~ non Catholic poets— include Donne, Shelley, 
Tennyson, Browning. The poems included are not necessarily of religious inspiration 

and a good deal of little known material is used. Many of the poets are not common 
ground. The market would not necessarily be religious- Alfred Noyes' name as anthologist 
should extend it automatically- but at this scason of the year it might have a plus sale 
as an Easter gift choice. 


March 25 


Beattie, Edward W. Jr. DIARY OF a KRIEGIB Crowell 
93.200 

A diary written fron secretly kept notes with the benefit of hindsight 
after his liberation, by a UP correspondent captured between the lines in the Angorican 
sweep through France. He spent the last year of war inside the tottering Reich, and= 
in unique capacity~ was able in turn to experience not only the monotony, privation, and 
cruelty of prison life, but to observe the change of German philosophy as defeat slowly 
became a roality. With the advantage of a fair knowledge of German, Beattie was able to 
keop on friendly terms with his guards as well as to attain the ticklish distinction of 
being held at special disposition in a Berlin stalag. There he cane into frequent con~ 
tact with German officials as interproter and general sounding board of American opinion 
...ebike his Freely to Pass (1942- P. 436) here is human interest, careful, intelligent 
otservation. 





March 27 


Sexeon, John a. & Harbeson, John W, THE NEW AMERICAN COLLEGE —o 
Se 


An oxposition of the California oxperinent with the "new American college" 
theory of education and its underlying philosophy,- a social, political, as well educa- 
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tional ideal. The basic theory is the 6~4~4 plan (instead of the present 6-6-4) now 

in operati*1 in the Pasadena school system of which the authors are heads. This new 
movement tukes the thirteenth and fourteenth years of preparatory school in the public 
school system — thus eliminating two years of general education- and starting college 
courses in those years. This prepares the student for an earlier start on a profession-— 
al education, and incorporates the junior college into the high school. Physical, phil- 
Osophical administrative, financial aspects are discussed, and problems based on ques- 
tionnaires sent to oducators are assayed. There is an introduction by Leonard V. Koos 
of the University of Chicago. Text book for schools of education primarily (exercises 


etc. included) plus market among educators. 
March 27 


Stiles, Dan HIGH SCHOOLS FOR TOMORROW Harper | 
$2.50 | 

Here is described Mr. §tile's dream high school...a miniature community in 

full-time operation, governed by the student body, awarding no grades, but with a goal 

of educating students for citizenship, career, family living, character, onjoyment of 

leisure time. With these objects in view, the laymen author discusses curriculum prob- 

lemsm- should religion, sex, etc. be taught in schools; should the salient points of the 

Springfield Plan, the Pasadena Plan, be incorporated. He investigates and defines the 

social, political, physical structure and duties of a school system. Limitless in its 

possibilities, education is held entirely responsihle for the youth of today. A glib 

analysis of American schools, almost stripped of the implications of the philosophy of 

education. But there are provocative ideas included. 


March ?? 


Pope~Hennessy, Una CHARLES DICKENS Howell, Soskin 
$4.00 

A book important to the literary world, this is a new, exhaustivo and contro~- 
versial biography of Dickens, writer and man. Interweaving his professional and person-~ 
al history, the author has produced an extensive study of Dickens against his conten- . 
porary background, has interrelated his experiences with his writing, has chronicled 
his rise fron obscurity to international fame, with intense attention to detail, and 
research on all available material. His relations with his fanily, friends, publishors 
and public are scrutinized for all their worth, doubt is cast on the value of John - - 
Forster's association with Dickens, Dickens’ attachment for another woman is sought 
out and proved, md his placo in tho world of literature is exanined. It is not a 
superficial, humanized approach, but a thoroughgoing fact-finding interpretation that 
will probably win space in review mediuns and create controversy in that it departs 
from previous, accepted works. Not light reading, but definitely informative and 


indicative of Dickens' importance. 
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Pearson, Haydn S. SUCCESS ON TEE SMALL FARM Whittlesey House 
$2.50 
This is a down to earth - literally— sort of book, which the city dweller | 
who wants to make farming a way of life on a small scale would do well to read and | 
ponder. Pearson's basic theory is diversification of crops, with seasonal rotation, 
so that additional labor is required only at peak operation, and so that November to 
May provide some measure of leisure. He advocates cash crops of asparagus, straw 


berries, raspberries, melons, squash, corn, grapes and peaches. He urges for fanily 
uso @ cow, chickons (not for "cash crop"), a hone garden. He suggests the advisability 


of raising a calf for butchering~ pigs, too. He emphasises the mininun size as 10 
acres, careful selection based on soil condition, buildings, location, water supply and 
enough capital to carry a small family for the first year. He goes into detail in regard 
to each of his main points— discusses soil restoration and fertilizers in several chap 
ters- dairying, its pros and cons, and the operation of a roadside stand as a source of 


income. Sound. 





| 
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Shernan, John & Aniss, Esther YOUR CARHER IN INDUSTRY Whittlesey House 
/ $2.50 

Thunb nail pictures of various types of jobs in industry, very general in 
spproach and handling. The book outlines jobs in engineering, technical and human, in 
personnel, in labor relations. There's description of work of machine operators, tool 
designers, safety and research engineers, purchasing agents, salesmen, accountants, etc. 
Qualifications necessary and duties of each job are outlined. Superficial. Might have 
a plus sale for junior readers and vocational. shelves. 


Halperin, S. Willian GERMANY TRIED DEMOCRACY Crowell 
$3.75 

4& comprehensive, detailed picture of Germany's failure with democracy— and 
its causes. The author studies the inadequacies of the Gernan attempts at democratic 
life from the time of Bismarck's spurious 'dumny! representative governnent, through 
the chaotic, abortive attempts following the first World War; how the allies, particular~ 
ly the French, contributed the failure of the post-war infant democracy; how it was 
further weakened by the extremists of right and left; and how it gave birth to the 
Nazis with Hitler at their head. Mr. Halperin is an experienced teacher and lecturer, 
and manages to bring clarity toa highly complex subject and period, making a great mass 
of material comprehensible to the layman. The book has a great deal to offer, but loses 
some of its effectiveness in the author's position on the Ruhr occupation, which histo» 
rians will fcel he oversinplifies. There's an unconfortably close resemblance, in the 
author's analysis of the results, to the German apologist's explanation of the necessity 
of extremism in the German nilitary politics - rather than seeing it as part of an ex- 
isting extrenist, nilitarist strength which took advantage of a situation that cane to 
hand. Instead, the author charges outside causes with that growth of strength, thus 
playing into the hands of pro-Gernan 'soft peace' advocates. 


April 1 


White, J. Gustav CHANGING YOUR WORK manatee = Press 
2.50 

At the noment- when millions of veterans are trying to decide on their 
futures, such a book as this should prove helpful to those who need vocational guidance. 
The author has spent a lifetime counselling men and women on how to find work, how to 
analyze one's potentialities, how to go about deciding on going into new fieldsor 
YWehanging your work", The book is filled with illustrations— caso historios— of people 
who have naterially changed from one field to another successfully. He describes the 
problems of people in specific situations and the results of their changing. He ana-~ 
lyzes basic principles and practices for those who are contemplating change; he shows 
how to inventory one's own abilities and equipment, how to use job counselling, how to 
plan for change. : 
Bingay, Malcoln W. DETROIT IS MY OWN HOME TOWN Bobbs—Merrill 

$3.75 
A "booster" profile of Detroit, a town of contradictions, its dynanic 

effervescence, its moods and nercurial tempers, never static but volatile, with a sus- 
taining, sturdy character. The author is on the Detroit Froe Press, where he runs a 
honely, slangy sports column, "Iffy the Dopestor". Using excerpts from that— argunent= 
persuasion—- exposition, ho traces Detroit's development fron its Pontchartrain period 
when it was a fur trading post to its present confident anticipation of its part in 
the atomic age. Hore is the city:~ the "auto gano", baseball, the Tigers, run running, 
crackpot politicians and social reforners, and the men who have built the city, a varied 
crowd (Cadillac, Fathers Marquette and Richard, the Fords, the Dodges, the Chryslers, 
Durant, Sloan, Knudson, Ty Cobb, Father Coughlin, Senator Couzens, Joe Louis, etc). 
A labor of love which catches the spirit of the city; reactionary politically; anec- 
dotal; light reading. 
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Godden, Rumer THUS FAR AND NO FURTHER Little ,Brown 
$3.00 


A fragment from a life, as Rumer Godden seized a few months caught out of 
@ wed of sorrow, which brought realism and joy, beauty and forgetfulness. Just what 

she is escaping is never made clear- a wire at the end of the text recalls herto active 
participation in life again. So this is the record of a brief idyll in a -vacuuw, a 
period spent with her children, her dogs and the servents, in a tiny house set high in 
the hills of an Indian tea plantation- the war remote, scarcely realized. Her writing 
Sings itself into pictures that live,- the gardens, the howe itself, the walks, the 
distant hills and views, the life of these people of the soil, workers, villagers, 
peddlers. Colorful, lively prose, with characteristic cadences— by the author of Take 


Three Tenses, etc. 





Salisbury, Harrison RUSSIA ON THE way (, | 4 nga 
3.00 

Russia not yet at peace but past the threat of defeat-the Red Arny driving 
the oneny across eastern Europe to Berlin- such was the period that backgrounded this 
U.P. correspondent's eight months in Russia. Like all the others, he bitterly attacks 
Kussia's propaganda and press bureaus as understaffed, suspicious of foreigners, irrat- 
ional in policy. Salisbury, however, was one of the four correspondents who accompanied 
Eric Johnston to the Central Asiatic and Far Eastern republics, little visited and 
scarcely touched by Communism. Salisbury cones closer to the Lauterbach amgle than the 
W.L. White- both of whom were on that trip. He discusses Red Army organization and 
tactics, the Surarov schools, Stalin's political status and future, the mutual suspicion 
of Moscow and the Vatican, Father Orlemanski's mission, Soviet medicine, Dr. Frunkin's 
miracles of surgery, Russia's foreign policy, minority problems, and so on. Well bal- 
anced, critical, intelligent view, with little that is controversial. 


Sitwell, Edith FaNFARE FOR ELIZABETH 44a ott YT 


[%o Macnillan 
‘VU $2.50 

Both title and publishers! catalogue description of this book seen— to this 
reader— distinctly nisleading. This is definitely not a hook about the young Elizabeth} 
actually, except for the final pages, the little princess plays a distinctly minor role. 
Ono gets a shadowy picturo of her conings and goings, of her periods of non-recognition 
and of occasional recognition, but always inthe background of the drama played out by 
her dominant father and his six wives. But-— conparad with Margaret Irwin's Young Bess 
(Harcourt, Brace 1945) this throws little light on the personality of the child who 
becane queen, and the controversial. issuo of her rolations with her uncle, the Adniral, 
alone receives the focussed attention of the biographer. This is a nuch nore scholare 
ly book- a book composed in large neasure of skilfully selected primary source naterial, 
in direct quotation, but it is anything but lively reading, and would~ I should think 
appeal chiefly to historians, students of the period, and Sitwell fans. 





ont 
Gould, R.E. YANKES STOREKERPER H {> Whittlesey House 
$2.86 SO 
A tale of shrewd Yankee bargaining, a Maine storekeeper who traded success— 
fully with high pressure salesmen and on the side was local cooking instructor, night- 
school teacher, and undertaker. With a parental heritage of horse swopping and a "nean 
disposition" in regard to credit, he had the native equipnent to turning everything to 
profit,- surprise package sales, blending his own tea, tobacco or stock feeds, or hone~ 
ly rhyning advertisements. His store was the economic center of the community, alnost 
replacing the bank, until he rotirod tox tapered-off grocery trade and the wholesale 
gas and wood business, Fascinating reading for anyone interested in folk ways— vigorous 
portrait of a tight~fisted Down Easter. 
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Drepperd, Carl W,. FIRST READER FOR ANTIQUE COLLECTORS Doubleday 
' $3.00 

In 1944, Doubleday published Drepperd's Primer of American Antiques. This 
is a companion volume, and like that excellent compendium of information, will be mar- 
ginally illustrated with 491 linecuts, closely linked with the text. Since only text 
is available as of this writing, I can simply report that it should prove an ideal in~ 
troduction to the beginning collector, who is not looking for museun pieces, but who 
wants to be able to identify period, type, maker, and comparative values in age, condi~ 
tion, authenticity, etc. There's a brisk outline on the start 2f furniture manufactur- 
ing~ relatively mass production; there's an inventory of available antiques in a repre- 
sentative group of shops (indicating comparative rarity, etc.), there are wise comments 
On variations in prices. Then he takes up in order:-— chairs, desks, bureaus, bedroon 
furniture, clocks, and miscellaneous collectors! items such as silver, Sheffield plate, 
pewter, lamps, candlesticks, pottery, china, glass, paintings, lithographs, and toys. 
This is the book to suggest to the customer who asks for a first handbook on antiques. 
The bibliographies at chapter ends will provide guides to further study. 


apetto SH} ste Ee 


A 
f 


Logan, Spencer AVEGRO+S-FAETH Hata | fC Macnillan 

ohare me Met ai : oa $2.00 

A Negro veteran speaks for himself and his fellows in the book awarded the 
Macnillan centenary non-fiction award. It is a slim unpretentious book, but it packs 
a punch. It differs sharply fron the average plea for Negro opportunity, for the author 
oes not hesitate to criticize both white and Negro for some of the false standards, 








‘false objectives and false processes used to promote Negro rights. Law will not achieve 


the end; intermarriage and imposed social equality are not wanted by the best on either 
side; equal opportunity for equal abilities, elimination of segregation, improygd ed- 
ucational opportunities, sounder approach to understanding of minority problems (he 
heartily endorses the Springfield Plan for education in citizenship), and an apprecia» 
tion of the values of specialized training on the part of the veterans—these are steps 


he urges. 
April 10 


Luck, J. Murray : THE WAR ON MALNUTRITION AND POVERTY em 
2250 
Largely for study and reference- a factual contribution to better under 
standing of the relation of malnutrition, and its constant, poverty, to lowered health 
standards of a country, deficiency diseases, and the past and present history of nal 
nutrition in America. The author goes back to the history of poor relief in England, 
the beginnings of cooperatives in the Rochdale experimont, the progress of the coopera» 
tive novencnt in America. Ho analyzes fivo of the cooperative societies here, coopera 
tive banking to offsot small loan usury, to add townrds mutual self help, econonic 
betternent, and more for more, Specialized market. 


Mulac, Margaret E. ‘THE GAME BOOK he Harper 
$2.50 
The author heads the Recreation Consultant Service in Cleveland- and speaks 
from an overall knowledge of all sorts of activities indulged in by young and old, in 
groups, collectively, and individually. This book is a comprehensive handbook on party 


wrens and ideas, on puzzles, brain squeezers, card and dice games, word games, paper and 





pencil ganes, finger games and stunts, observation games, travel games, social dance 
stunts and mixers, picnic games and contests, She discusses the kinds of games~ or 
adaptations- for the handicapped and the aged, for convalesconts. And she suggests the 
equipment of recreation and game roons. A book for referenco- for clubs, schools, camps, 


etc. 
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Bennett, Russell H. THE COMPLEAT RANCHER — 
2.75 
Season to season, joh to job story of a cattle ranch, the short comings and 
end rewards of ranching as a way of life and a livelihood~ for those who may consider 
ranching as a potential future. Experienced advice about the country and the kind of 
land, the cattle and factors of breeding, branding, husbandry, etc., the ranch honestead, 
barns, corrals; fencing and haying; horses- types and uses; ranch recreations and ranch 
economics, all providing sensible counsel with occasional anecdotal enlivenment. Nice, 
and with a wholesome appreciation of simple standards and values which make a hard but 
good life. again a book that might have some “veteran appeal". I11l'd by Ross Santee. 


April ?? 


Rice, Blner DREAM GIRL Coward, McCann 
$2.00 

Play in book form- and a play that will read better than it would act in 
Little Theatre production. Tremendous number of scene shifts, with fadeouts, etc. make 
for good theatre effects not practicable for amateurs. The theme of the play is the 
fantasy world in which a girl lives, so that sach phase of her life seems to fade fron 
reality into dream, until the hard, tough newspaper man takes her in hand, and snaps her 
out of it. Now playing to S.R.0O. in New York, with Betty Field in lead part. 


Coleman, Satis N. VOLCANOES NEW AND OLD =f / 4 John Day 
$3275 v 
Reported last Soptember for Fall publication~ now postponed to this date. 
In photograph and prose, this is the story of volcanic phenome.a which connunicates the 
fascination of the unknown and the violence they compel. Briefly, scientific background 
the still only partially understood causes of vofcanic activity— the volcanic materials— 
and the varieties and distribution of volcanoes and craters. The main part of the book 
consists of descriptions of volcanoes in all parts of the world, (Mexico, South and Cen- 
tral america, Hawaii, the South Seas, Alaska, Africa, Japan, stc.) their history of 
eruption and destruction, and in particular, Paricutin, the volcano which was born in 
Mexico in 1943 and which in four nonths grew a cone of 1000 feet — and Vesuvius, still 
threatening. A very special subject, interestingly presented. 


Stauffer, Donald a. THE NATURE oF Postry 4/4 Norton 
$3.00 
A studied and rather podantic attempt to analyse and define the nature of 
poetry. The sentions of the book,— "Poetry is Intense", "Poetry is Concrete", "Poetty 
is Bomplex", copiously illustrated with specinents of poetry which the author considers 
apt, and elaborates with a good deal of argument, indicate the nature of the work. It 
may have an audience in high school or university classes in literature; but if we had 
any say in tho natter, we'd urge Elizabeth Drew's Discovering Poetry (same publisher) as 
a much nore inspired piece of work. This- in contrast— seems tedious and dull. 


West, Don BROADSIDE TOTHE SUN 415 Norton 
$2.75 
Another back-to-the-soil record, this tine with a family of five on 80 acros 
of an isolated, lénely Arkansas valley. Here are all the pitfalls that await the farner~— 
from chickens to hogs and the ingenuity required to survive~ fron improvising brooders 
to making wine in canning jars. The West family manages to weather loneliness, disease, 


tho draft, the loss of a favorite nare, the temptation of western defense plants, the 
birth of a new colt,..but the story lags and #0 will the reader's interest unless bho 


ee shares or foresees the same problens. 
Apett-4— 5 [10 


Delsan, Hildegarde WE SHOOK THE FAMILY TREE Randon House 
$2.50 


A crisp, gay autobiography of the first twenty two ignoninious years of a 








. 
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self-dedicated poet before she broke into print in the New Yorker. This is the delight- 
ful, balmy story of her girlhood in a small Pennsylvania town, her understanding but 
often overwhelmed parents, her precocious, intimidating younger brothers and sister, a 
college career spent writing poetry in a bath tub and riding in rumble seats, and her 
descent upon New York's bright lights and literary fame. Anecdotal..with much of it 
stock childhood and adolescent experience—but written in the zippy, humorous, light- 
hearted manner of Our Hearts Were Young and Gay. By the author of How About a Man. 














4 


Random House 
$3.00 

This song of Salomon (Hurok) is filled with name value, and combines the in- 
terest in entertainment, artistic and theatrical worlds. as he recounts his long career 
as genius tamer...A few of his famous people,-Chaliapin, Pavlova, Mary Wigman, Marian 
Anderson, Isadora Duncan, Schnabel, Katherine Dunham, Ribenstein, Argontinita— and many 
more- have their stories, and the unpredictable problems they posed him. From his early 
start, of being an impresario only at night, to the many firsts he brought to this coun- 
try; the rightness of his faith in those he handled; the achievement of his ambitions to 
travel in stars! company...he makes a good—humored, if proud, story of the work he has 
done. There is plenty of reverence for the work of his performers, there is entertain- 
ing, intimate, anecdotal material of famous people. Reputation worthy. 


Sherwood, Robert EH. THE RUGGED PATH Scribner 
$2200 

Spencer Tracy's acting made this perhaps a bigger play than its dranatic 

value predicted, but it probably reads better than it played, for there are lots of 

ideas here. It is the story of a newspaper man, caught in the cleft stick of loyalty 

to the man who gave hin his chance- and his daughter— and his own ideals of what a news~— 

paper should stand for in human and social values. When he can't accomplish both, he 

resigns and goes into the navy, in a lowly capacity—- and there wins his chance. 


LATE ARRIVALS— Practically Published 


Haas, Willian S. IRAN Columbia eg Press 
3.50 

Timely - and needed—- this expert, orderly analysis of the country, now 
front page news ~ an enlightening view of its current problems. Primarily background 
and reference material, since the considerations of the periods of Persian history, the - 
country and its people, religion, the structures of society and government, the Persian 
mind, the personalities and forces, are delineated in intensive detail. The sections on 
the radical changes that have taken place, the influence and importance of foreign in 
tervention, the economic and cultural progress, all are brought to bear on the "legitie 
nate claim to unimpaired sovereignty", "that what she needs is independence, peace an 
friendly cooperation with other nations". A student's book, with highly specialized 
knowledge and information, but for the informed follower of today's questions, illunin- 
ating reading. Ill'd. 


Ulanov, Barry DUKE ELLINGTON sar Age 
93. 

The author is editor of Metronome— he knows the men ~ the field— the era, 
but he leaves the Duke himself still an unknown. This is his biography- the pinnacle 
personality of hot music, smooth, sartorially perfect Duke Ellington. It is largely a 
story of his career, his band, his achievements. Here is the background of his early 
life, his artistic and musical talents, his marriages, the jam sessions in local hang- 
outs where the men played for kicks rather than money; the first New York engagements in 
Harlem; the rapid rise to success and a sustained place even when hot jazz yields to swin 


Two Pamphlet Press titles 


Hoke, Henry IT'S A SECRET (Pudl.) Reynal & Hitchoock 
Huberman, Leo THE TRUTH ABOUT UNIONS (Feb.) (Pamphlet Press- $1,00) 


The first title, already released, has been widely publicized- as the inside 


Hurok, S. & Goode, Ruth IMPRESARIO +430 
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story- an appalling one- of the sedition trials, Walter Winchell gave this a send~ 
off....We wish someone would give TH# TRUTH aBOUT UNIONS a start, for it has vital 
material to better understanding of our leading internal problem today. The press 
Plays up the worst side of unionism, their strikes, their threatening power, t heir 
rackotcering, but Huberman gives the other side of the picture, the part they have 
Played in American industry. In ABC terms the true facts on internal workings,— how 
they are created and developed, how they function, who runs them. Here is an American 
institution with more than 10 million nembers, here to stay- we must know "the truth 
about unions". In impartial terms, the author draws a picture of labor's status up to 
the enactment of the National Labor Relations Act and the Wagner Act; of labor's . 
growth since than. Ho tolls how contracts are drawn and collective bargaining func= 
tions. He describes local, national and international aspects of the three major 
lebor organizations:-— in substantial detail the background and growth of the C.1I.0. 
and how it functions. An excellent analysis of the differences between craft and in- 
dustrial unions; some of the liabilities of unionism with jurisdictional strikes, 
feather bedding, racketoering. He explains terns like open shop, closed shop, union 
shop. There is a fine chapter on strikes and their causes. In the space allowed, the 
handling is necessarily superficial, but the author has successfully simplified the 
subject. 
Behan, John M. DOGS OF WAR Scribner 
$3250 
Superb photographs of war dogs — with emphasis more on the Pacific front 
than any other, adequate captions— though uninspired- and a mediocre text. Choppy- 
colorless= lacking in drama, evon that alnost inevitable pull of sentiment associated 
with dog stories. The text outlines the salient facts of selection, kinds of dogs 
used, basic training, and includes a few individual hero stories of dogs of war. 
Sell as photograph book. 





Gow, Janes & d!Usseau, Arnaud DEEP ARE THE ROOTS Scribner 
$2.50 
: Test of the controversial play now running to packed houses— a play deal- 
ing with racial problens of the adjustments of a Negro officer to tho strictures 
against his raco after ho is again a civilian. A play that poses a vital problen. 


Goodrich, Lloyd AMERICAN WATERCOLOR AND WINSLOW HOMER an. Artists! Group 
$2.00 
* The first of the planned records of art exhibits (this one held in Minn- 


eapolis) provides a survey of the leading exponents of water color, from Honor to Marsh. 
Of historical value= stressing the importance of its growth as a major art. Half tones. 


Marsh, Reginald— ANATOMY FOR aRTISTS-— $3.75 ... A book that rivals the classic Bridgnan. 
A&A MUST for every artist as a vigorous, alive compact course in anatony. 455 illus. 


Landon, Edward— PICTURS FRAMING- $2.75 ... Met cutting, finishing or refinishing, frame 
assonbling, by an outstanding craftsman in a relatively unexplored field. Illustrated. 


Mueller, H.a.— HOW I Mak&# WOODCUTS aND WOOD ENGRAVINGS- $2.75 ... 75 illustrations, 
some in color, illustrate a text of historical interest and how-to-do value. 


SERIES OF MONOGRAPHS- $1.00 each.... We saw seven of the proposed 15 (John Sloan, 
Rockwell Kent, Thomas Benton, Waldo Peirce, Stuart Davis, Eugene Speicher, Max Weber). 
Pocket size~ an excellent introduction of the works of these artists to laymen. Art~ 
ists will be critical of effect of paper on reproduction, on erratic placement of 
reproductions on pages, some without margins, others with badly gauged nargins. Texts 
by artist themselves are uneven in quality and interest. Chief value lies in ex- 
cellent merchandise. 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Appleton-Century 


Horning & McGinnis- AN OPEN DOOR TO CHEMISTRY (J)-— definite date 3/22 
Weil, A.— THE VERY FIRST DAY- (J)- date is 3/1 


John Day 


Hagedorn, H.— AMERICANS- from 2/?? to 3/7 
Ojike, M.— MY AFRICA~- from 2/7? to 2/18 
Rosa, G.— NORTH AFRICA SPEAKS- from 3/?? to 5/?? 


Doubleday, Doran 


Clark, Eleanor~ THE BITTER BOX~ from 2/21 to 4/18 

Cleveland & Grahan- AVIATION ANNUAL- fron 2/21 to 3/21 
Considine, Robert- GENERAL WAINWRIGHT'S STORY- from 3/7 to 3/21 
Crow, John A,~ EPIC OF LaTIN AMBRICA~- from 3/21 to 7/25 


Dutton 


Abramowitz, I.-Hd.— THE GREAT PRISONERS- definite date 3/22 
Robinson, I.— A WALL TO PAINT ON- fron 3/1 to 3/7 
Timasheff, N.S.—- THE GREAT RETREAT~ fron 3/1 to 3/15 


Harper 


Knopf 


Brazeal, B.R.~ THE BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS- from 2/13 to 2/27 
Cockrell, M.B.— SOMETHING BETWEEN- fron 1/30 to 4/24 

Furnas, M.- A SERPENT'S TOOTH. Note corrected title. Date fron 2/13 to 2/27 
Sinclair, J.~ WASTELAND- correct date 2/13 (C) 

Stownan, K.~ WITH CRADLE aND CLOCK- from 3/27 to 4/10. A Harper Find. 

Weher, J. MY COUNTRY SCHOOL DIARY- fron 2/27 to 2/13 


Valentin, Veit- THE GERMAN PEOPLE~ postponed indefinitely 
Walworth, Arthur— BLACK SHIPS OFF JAPAN~ definite date 3/21 


Little, Brown 


Roar, Garland~ WAKE OF THE RED WITCH- fron 3/1 to 4/1. April Literary 
Guild Solection 


Messner 


Coe, D.- THE BURMA ROAD (J)-~ from 4/7? to 5/??. Price from $2.00 to $2.50 
Von Hagen, V.W.- SOUTH AMERICAN Z00 (J)— from 4/7? to 3/??. J.L.G. 


Morrow 


Karney, Jack- THE RAGGED EDGE- price from $2.50 to $2.75 


Putnan 


Carfrae, Blizabeth- PENNY WISE- definite date 2/15 
Heyer, Georgette- FRIDAY'S CHILD~ definite date 2/15 


Randon House 


Ford & MacBain- CLOAK AND DAGGFR~ definite date 2/25 (C) 
Henderson, D.- A VOICE LIK VELVET~ definite date 2/28 


Rinehart & Company 


Sinon 


Viking 





Baker, C.H., Jr.— BLOOD OF THE LAMB— fron 3/28 to 4/11 

Brennan, D.~ NEVER SO YOUNG AGAIN- from 2/28 to 3/14 

Butler, Gerald- KISS THE BLOOD OFF MY HANDS- fron 3/14 to 2/28 

Dean, L.W.~ GUNS OVER CHAMPLAIN (J)- from 4/11 to 4/25 

& Schuster 

Boylo, Kay~ a FRENCHMAN MUST DIE-~ definite date 4/1 

Burroughs, B.~ Ed.~ Title fron 48 LIVES BY VASARI to VaSaRI'S LIVES OF THE 
ARTISTS. Price fron $3.75 to $3.50. Date fron 3/7? to 5/7? 

Janes, Selwyn- MAN OF BRITTANY- fron 1/?? to 2/13 

Modoll, M.~ THE SOUND OF YEARS~ fron 3/7? to 4/?? 


Starling, Col. E.W.— STaRLING OF THE WHITE HOUSE~ price fron $3,50 to $3,00 
| Date fron 3/?? to 2/22 


Giono, Jean- BLUH BOY- definite date 3/22 
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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 





Norton, Grace K. CAPPY CAN Appleton-Century 
v$1,50 
A comfortable little book for the "do-it-myself" age, with moderately at- 
tractive illustrations in two color ink. Each page shows Cappy learning to do things 
by herself, - washing, dressing, table-setting, and other items in the daily round. 
Oblong picture book = paper and board binding. (4/14) 


Dalgliesh, Alice REUBEN AND HIS RED WHEELBARROW Grosset & Dunlap 
$.50 

A Story Parade picture book in a series that can be counted on for good 
merchandise value. A very simple little story of a birthday gift for four year old 
Reuben, a new red wheelbarrow, which causes quite a stir in the household. Colorful, 
quaint illustrations by Ilse Bischoff show a large, lively Victorian family gay in 
Pinks and lavenders, hoop skirts and bows. The general impression the book leaves is 
of a rather trivial story presented in attractive but mannered style. (February) 


Little, Irene MICHAEL FINNEGAN Grosset & Dunlap 
, $50 

A very Irish cat finds a very Irish family to which to give allegiance. 
All the curious red-heads, feline and human, live together in back of a fish store. 
The adventures seem hardly worth puss's efforts to land there until son Danny comes 
home and takes possession of Michael as ship's cat. Carol Yeakey's cats have little 
kitten appeal, but the general splashy color effects give the book some merchandise 
value at this price. bittie bound - paper board cover. (February) 


Joutt 
si, same READ ALOUD (6-9) 


Van Rosen, Rosa THE BAKER'S DOZEN Applet on-Century 
$1.&0 
A little magic, a little moral and a happy ending make this book a good 
family item. It is the story of the best and fattest baker in Colonial Albany whose 
custom it was to give thirteen cookies to the dozen except on one fateful occasion. 
Pleasant pictures by Barbara Latham. (Originally reported 10/15/45) (3/1) 


Tashlin, Frank THE BEAR THAT WASN'T Dutton 
$1.25 
| We regret to report that we feel this is one more item in that sad list of 
self-conscigusly clever books written by adults who seem to have small understanding 
of children's needs and their lack of appreciation of an attitude of cynical superi- 
ority. A bear becomes trapped in a factory and finds that he cannot persuade stupid 
humans that he is a bear, nor bears that he is not human. He is forced to remain at 
a horrid machine until unemployment " releases" all men into a free world. Hibernation 
instincts as winter overtakes him persuade the bear that he is bear indeed. It's not 
a funny book - on any count, though it is meant to be. Rather nice, sharp black and 
white drawings may persuade some adults that it is good merchandise, but children won't 
like it. (2/14) 
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Coatsworth, Blizabeth THE KITTEN STAND Grosset & Dunlap 
$.50 

Another Story Parade book, for somewhat older children who are ready for 
more extended story interest. This popular author has sure appeal both for little 
girls and their parents. Kate and Trudy are faced with the problem of disposing of 
Jumpy's kittens or having them destroyed. Discouraged that they cannot find homes for 
them, they hit on the scheme of selling them by the pound at a roadside stand. There's 
nice balance of character and plot, and illustrations in pastel colors by Katherine 
Keeler make it an attractive and appealing book. Rather perishable both as to color- 
ing and board binding, but good value at this price. (February) 


Kalibala, E. Baliutuma & WAKAIMA AND THE CLAY MAN Longmans, Green 
Davis, Mary Gould 92,00 


Collection of authentic folk lore and moral fables from a little known 
corner of Africa. Utterly unlike the Josef Marais collection (see P. 493 - 11/1/45 
bulletin - for report on Koos the Hottentot). These have a rather friendly, familiar 
air reminiscent of our own Brer Rabbit stories. Interesting notes on sources, etc. 
give this a definite place in adult interest in folk material. Strong black and white 
illustrations by Avery Johnson. Good story telling material for library use. (April) 





Keeler, Katherine Southwick SPRING COMES TO MEADOW BROOK FARM Nelson 
$1.50 
Just what the title indicates - a farm in spring with its baby animals. 
There are far more attractive baby animal books already on the market, but these pic- 
tures and the story that goes with them are pleasant if uninspired. We've put it in 
this read aloud section because the reading level interest is in this age group, but 
the amount of text in proportion to the pictures is greater than first reading abili- 
ties, and the factual content is more thorough than in other books in this field, 
Since this is the first of a series planned to cover the season on a farm, we hope the 
publishers will give the other books brighter, gayer jackets. Cloth binding. (2/6) 


CLASSICS ~ REPRINTS 


Lang, Andrew ~-ed. ORF ARABIAN NIGHTS! eee PT | Longmans, Green 
‘ {yv\ar4 Gul c) Kay Uw $2.00 
& long-time favorite here in new edition with some abridgement and some 
additions taken from other Lang collections. Mey-hembertver-Beeker has written the 
introduction and Vera Bock has illustrated it in rather mannered drawings. (April) 


McSpadden, J. Walker ROBIN HOOD AND HIS MERRY OUTLAWS World Publishing 
1,00 

This is the first volume we have seen in the new series of Rainbow Classics, 
prepared under the editorship of May Lamberton Becker, Children's Book Editor of N.Y. 
Herald Tribune. If this ~ and a beautiful brochure on the series prepared by the 
publishers - are indicative of the quality of the books, they can be counted on as a 
superb property from both merchandise angle for book stores and book departments, and 
as sound additions to shelves of classics for public libraries and private collections. 
Type —- format = illustrations all reach a high level and the quality of the paper is 
as good as the present exigencies make possible. Approximately 50 volumes are pro- 
jected of which 18 are to be released this Spring. The first six titles to be re- 
leased are these:=- ROBIN HOOD, HEIDI, BLACK BEAUTY, HANS BRINKER, THE KINK OF THE 
GOLDEN RIVER, and A CHILD'S GARDEN OF VERSES. ROBIN HOOD is a must in every 9 to 12 
year olds' reading, and in her introduction, Mrs. Becker gives one a sense of his 
place in history as well as legend. The McSpadden text follows the traditional tales, 
with careful selection and arrangement, and a style that does not give the child a 
sense of the stories being dated. Louis Slobodkin has done some successful and some 
not so successful drawings, in black and white and in color. (2/25) 
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FIRST STEPS IN READING 








Schneider, Herman'& Nina LET'S FIND OUT: A Picture Science Book Wm. R. Scott 
$1.25 
9 When our own juvenile book editor produces a book we aren't going to let 


her review it for she might hesitate to say that it is as good as it is. (Witness the 
double starring! We liked it.) It is exciting to find that science can be presented 
in a way that beginning readers can understand and enjoy and put into operation. It 
takes thorough understanding of the facts - as well as the spirit — of science to be 
able to bring it down to essentials as simply and clearly and dramatically and within 
the scope of the seven and eight year old's interests as the Schneiders have done here. 
Any 6-9 year old with an inquiring mind is an animated question box. Some of the 
questions baffle the average parent. Here's a book that shows them some of the ans- 
wers to such questions as: Why does the metal top on the jam jar stick? Why are 
railroad tracks and sidewalks laid with spaces between? Why do bare feet feel warmer 
on the mat than on the floor? What makes the radiator get warm? What is Fog? Rain? 
What makes Jack Frost pictures on the window panes? Can air be poured? Why do worms 
come out after rain? How can air raise an automobile? Does air push an airplane? 
These are only a few of the questions that are answered with simple explanations il- 
lustrated by simple experiments, made comprehensible by numerous pictures and diagrams 
drawn by Jeanne Bendick. These pictures are a very important - and successful - 
factor in the beok, for they have a decorative quality and the pages are laid out with 
an eye to almost a rhythmic balance ~ modern in the best sense. But the most important 
thing about the book - text and pictures ~ is that in the process of following through 
from question to experiment and answer - from experiment to experiment (all done with 
the things found in any household kitchen), some of the basic principles of science 
and of scientific thought and method are becoming a natural part of the furniture of 
the child's mind. He finds himself a budding young scientist. (March) 


8 —- 11 ~ FICTION 





Thompson, Blanche Jennings aA CANDLE BURNS FOR FRANCE Bruce 
??? 
Solely for the Catholic market - and even for that market this strikes us 
as treacle for the trade. It surely is not nocessary to treat the saints in so senti- 
mental a fashion. To some of the martyred and miracle producing saints is attributed 
the responsibility for carrying France through the ordeal of war. A little French 
girl in America goes to church to light a candle for her daddy and for France and 
there communes with the saints in the window. They tell her of their childhoods, their 
sacrifices and of the beauty and sadness and glory of God. The setting is an American- 
French Catholic community. The Kate Seredy illustrations are not included in the 
proof, but can be depended on to be lovely. (Late February) Possibly a special Lenten 
market? 


Foley, George F. Jr. USCGR SINBAD OF THE COAST GUARD Dodd, Mead 
$2.50 


True story into fiction form as the exploits and adventures of the mascot 
of the Coast Guard Cutter Campbell during eight exciting years are brought together in 
book form, Sinbad was slipped aboard and adopted by his fellow shipmates - and in 
the adventures recounted he displayed his loyalty, courage and endurance under all 
kinds of conditions. Sinbad would like the way in which he is pictured as a grand dog, 
not too extraordinarily different from anyone's favorite dog. The stories are illus- 
trated with rather striking red and black illustrations by George R. Grey - also of 
Coast Guard ~ and there's a sea worthy appendix. But on all counts the price is high. 


(Pub.) FICTION FOR THE 12-15 





Fisher, Cyrus THE AVION MY UNCLE FLEW Appleton-Century 
$2.50 


* A compelling and original story told by a young American who goes to France 
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immediately after the fall of France and becomes an important factor in a plot by a 
collaborationist mayor and a disguised Nazi gauleiter. A delightful young inventor 
uncle, working on an Avion, two vividly alive youngsters, and a hotel peopled with 
charming French citizens- three dimensional characters at that- fill the book with 
vigor, strong action and a delightfully Gallic air. The story itself is such as would 
hold the interest from ten on, but the outer rim of family complexities, emotional ten- 
sions and relationships might prove heavy going for the ten and eleven year olds, but 
would interest the twelve and thirteen year olds. An accident which threatens the loss 
of the ability to walk added to his father's return from the war makes it advisable to 
send the young American lad to southern France with his uncle — and the plans of the 
Avion, and the story is developed along sound psychological lines. There is a growing 
healthy trend towards more realistic motivation of action in books for junior readers, 
and publishers who accept this should be encouraged in attempting to add solid charac- 
terization and normal difficulties to stories that might hava rested on straight plot- 
ting. Richard Floethe's pictures and a really first rate story make this an excellent 
choice for schools and libraries. And adults will find themselves sharing the enjoy- 
ment of the genuine nostalgia for France. (April) && 


Lawrence, Isabelle THE GIFT OF THE GOLDEN CUP Bobbs-Merrill 
$2.50 
* It is.a-welcome relief to find that a sustained and fascinating story can 


be woven into the very fabric of Rome in its glory. It is an intimate story of a family- 
with excellent detail of the life and customs of the time~ and a lively sense of his- 
tory. Good humor, charm and dramatic intensity contrihute to the story of a 12-year 

old patrician girl and her brother who are stolen by pirates. Overcoming their terror, 
they learn that pirates are men of everyday human attributes,~ some tender, loyal, dig- 
nified, some malicious and avaricious. And that they are part of a vital social problem, 
the problem of slavery. When Julius Caesar's galleys come to the rescue, the children 
are reluctant to leave the captain whom they've learned to love, and to go back to a 
life as masters after seeing what it means to he in the role of servants. Escaped 

Greek "slaves" mean something quite different to them now, and with two of the former 
slaves, they go on a trip to Greece, and find new fields of adventure, The children 

are very alive, very modern -— and thero's exciting pageantry for many tastes. The illus- 
trations are well keyed to the text - and make the book good gift material as well as 
importnnt for schools and libraries as supplementary reading. (4/19) 


Radford, Ruby Lorraine THE SECRET OF THE BAY ie mae 
This and the titles below starts a new venture called The Junior iiystery 
League - three titles per season of wholesome, full length mysteries for younger read- 
ers. Fascists who operate even after the close of the war are the villains of this - 
first book, and some nice but presumptuous and meddlesome children get involved in a 
dangerous plot to blow up American shipping. A l4-year old boy, his older sister and 
an English friend do some fast detective work and carry off the laurels. Good charac- 
terization, atmosphere not too tense, and a lively pace make this a good start for the 


series. The setting is a middle Atlantic coast town. (March). 


Wolverton, Ethel T. THE GHOST TOWN MYSTERY and THE HOUSE ON THE DESERT Howell, Soskin 
Each $2.00 
Not quite up to the quality of the first of the trio in pace of story, these 
too have good characterizations. The Ghost Town iystery eoncerns itself with a formula 
developed by a chemistry professor, and moves to an exciting, rugged conclusion when 
hero, villains and two teen-age girls meet in the snow-bound deserted mining town.... 
The House on the Desert bogs down in an involved double-trouble plot in which a dear, 
fuddy-duddy schoolteacher is abused and two straight-shooting girls ride to apprehend 
the villains who turn out to be tame villains indeed. Dull going. (March) 
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Buchanan, Rosemary HOUSE OF FRIENDSHIP Longmans, Green 
. $2.00 

& good story of a parochial school would be welcome~ but this is the kind 
of story that will do more harm than good, It is deadly dull, smug, self-satisfied, 
and almost wholly lacking in story interest. A group of very good little girls who att- 
end every mass and confessional decide to form a girl scout troop. The good parochial 
school motivation for this idea is the desire of one child to rouse the jealousy of a 
renegade who went to the city High School instead of the convent High School. The 
townsfolk willingly endow the Catholic scout troop with building, land, supplies, lun 
ber, instruction in crafts, and the girls, even to one rich and pampered darling, im- 
prove visibly as they perform their one good deed per day, and learn to bake and brew 
and drive a nail, The climax of the story is the performance of plays written by the 
children themselves. Saccharine diet- one hopes the poor dears aren't fed this kind 
of book exclusively. (March) 


Holt, Stephen WILD PALOMINO eas Green 
2.00 

A lot of old movie props on a fast-moving conveyer belt for a juvenile brand 
western. Youth saves Alberta Ranch by capturing a beautiful golden Palomino stud. It 
is a long hard chase, with a cat-like Mexican as villain, and a plot to convert the 
Palominos into dog food. Our hero discovers a gold mine, too, and saves a nice girl's 
ranch for her. Just on the side. At the close, he stumbles, exhausted, into his 
father's arms, when that World War II veteran returns from the wars. Some tale. (April) 


Olds, Helen Diehl LARK: Radio Singer Messner 
$2.00 

Light fiction for girls- easy reading, good characterization, and plot, 
humor, warmth and romance- an excellent book in its field. Annie Laurie (nicknamed 
Lark) flunked out of college, leaves Hopkinsville, Va., her crabbed uncle and beloved 
grandmother to make her way alone in New York and become a singer. She boards with a 
friend of the family whose son is in the Marines; she goes to a professional school for 
radio, and tries to battle her way up the ladder. She meets reverses, falls in love, 
finds her father whom she had never known, and all ends happily. This age and some 
older girls will love Lark and her “Glory Songs" which play an important part in her 
story. The radio school and the radio station stuff are all well done. So there's 
some vocational value for those aspiring to radio careers. Illustrated by Dorothy 
Wagstaff. (April) 


Lent, Henry B. THIS IS YOUR ANNOUNCER Macmillan 
$2.00 

For boys with an eye on the radio field, here's another radio success story, 
into which the author has woven sound factual data. Ted Lane, returned army flier, 
realizes his ambition to get into the field of radio. He works his way up from a bit 
player and general office boy on a small town station, and ultimately achieves his goal 
~ a job on a big New York station. The plot pattern is routine, uninspired, but there's 
good stuff for those who want to learn about the inside of radio organization. The 
duties and difficulties of many phases of radio work~- transmitter room— remote broad— 
cast— announcer responsibilities— producer~ and so on. Details crisply handled, with . 
photographs and illustrations to clarify the text. (Report repeated from 9/15/45) 


NON-FICTION FOR 12-15 





Perry, Josephine THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY and THE PAPER INDUSTRY JLongmans, Green 
Each $2.00 


Competent reference books on these two great American industries. Histori~ 
cal background, tracing growth of processes employed in the industries from ancient 
times to modern scientific methods. The emphasis is on the industrial hopes, plans 
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and procedures, with some mention of problems like reforestration, etc. and social 
Situations arising from modern scientific methods. Good indexes in each book; gener- 
ous use of photographs throughout. Useful school and library material; gocd additions 
to the series. (iarch) 


Cooke, David C. GUIDE TO MODEL AIRCRAFT McBride 
$3.00 
Sound material for intermediate range model builders, above the beginner's 
class. It consists mainly of plans and information for building scale models of 15 
popular planes, such as Piper Cubs, Martin Marauders, Warhawks, Liberators. Many 
drawings and photographs clearly supplement the text. There's curious lack of illus+ 
trations in the chapter on Engines, a technical aspect which needs pictures. The 
author has done ten aviation books and turns out a clear, comprehensive job. (Publ.) 





Garst, Shannon SCOTTY ALLEN: King of the Dog Team Drivers Messner 
$2.50 
This falls below the level Garst has set himself, in his Custer and Carson 
biographies. Single incidents in the book are exciting and well-told, but all in all, 
it is a patchy job, carelessly written and poorly organized. And yet the story of 
Scotty Allen is a fascinating one. A little Scot, who at 19 brought a prize Clydesdale 
stallion to South Dakota, and then stayed there, he ultimately earned the title of 
"King of the Dog Team Drivers" in Alaska. This book tells of the years on his father's 
farm, of his skill in handling dogs, of his trip to America and the succession of jobs, 
of his marriage and expedition to the Klondike, and finally of his joining the liounties, 
and settling his little family in Nome where he started training dogs. From then - 
almost 40 years ago- until his death in 1941, he won successive races, trained dogs for 
the World War, served Byrd as advisor, ran a fox farm, and wrote. Swell material which 
deserved a more finished presentation. (Originally reported last Spring) (April) 


Graham, Alberta Powell 32 ROADS TO THE WHITE HOUSE "anon 
270 
An expansion of the earlier 31 Roads to the White House ~ straight fact- 
biography of our 32 presidents. Boyhood backgrounds, a touch of history, a bit of an- 
ecdote—- occasional mention of contributions they made to the office~ but, unfortunate-— 
ly, nothing on the other side of the picture if their contributions were negative in 
character, or even when they were harmful. The original hook was published in 144,(2/6) 





Ray, Jim THE STORY OF AMERICAN AVIATION Winston 
$2.50 
as Vividly illustrated history of aviation, from mythology to jet plane, and 


including many important phases of aviation from the ‘iright brothers to the super-bomb- 
ers and airliners. Military and civil aviation are covered. Mr. Ray is creator and. 
surervisor of the Wings Over America radio programs. Snappy prose, good journalese, 
lively layout, colorful illustrations and diagrams on every page give this sure appeal 
for air-minded boys. (2/1) 





FICTION FOR YOUNG PHOPLE 





Note:- Double list the following for this age group:- Fisher~ THE AVION MY UNCLE FLEW 
(P.68), Lawrence- THE GIFT OF THE GOLDEN CUP, (P. 6%), Oldd- LARK, Badio Singer; (B.70) 
Lent, THIS 18 YOUR ANNOUNCER, (P. 70) 


Bailey, Bernadine THE YOUNGEST WAC COMES HOME — 
$26 
Unsatisfying poking around the problems of the returned "young Wac" who 
adjusts to civilian life by giving up a promising career in the cosmetics field to 
devote herself to therapy and the romanticized needs of the disabled veterans. No voc~ 
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ational value- not even a defined field of therapy— just a story, unconvincing and 
tedious, with lote of swains and no winners. (March) 


Malvern, Gladys GLORIA, BALLET DANCER Messner 
$2.00 
* An unusual career book of the life of a ballet dancer, in the story of 


young Gloria, who treads the hard-working road. Good balance between proverbial in- 
Spiration and perspiration, some failure, lots of hard work, and ultimately the reward 
of satisfaction and success in a chosen field. Good handling of emotional areas of 
family, friends and boy-friends. Plays down glamour and intensifies good values of 
deep personal satisfaction in work well done. There's an interesting story combined 
with substantial personalities, and the author manages the difficult combination of in- 
tensity and soundness. Too bad there aren't more "career books" with as sound a basis 


as this one. (April) 


Lamond, Henry G. BRINDLE ROYALIST _ Morrow 
$2.50 
(For full report see P. 7). As in Kilgour's Mare, this is again a real- 
istic nature story from Australia, a story of a brindle bull, sired by a champion, out 
of a mongrel cow. Brindle's education in the law of the herd, the lore of the country, 
his development from calf to mamoth bull, the recognition accorded when his champion 
blood was made known, his final subjugation to man. (3/13) 





NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 





Double list for this section;- Cooke—- GUIDE TO MODEL AIRCRAFT, P. 71; Ray~ THB STORY OF 
AMERICAN AVIATION, P. 91. 


Barne, Kitty LISTENING TO THE ORCHESTRA eee 
2.75 

An English writer, well known in the juvenile field, presents a thoughtful, 
perceptive and not too deep study of the background of music against which the orchestra 
was projected; its growth and development; the composition; the history-—briefly— of the 
instruments; the main composers: who have contributed to its enrichment. There is anec- 
dote, color and drama in sufficient measure to lighten the tone, historically and human- 
ly. A final chapter deals with American composers and musicians. Readable- pleasant— 
a useful book for listeners. Good school library reference material in its field. 
For full report see P, 14 (3/7) 


Gould, Jean MISS EMILY sas Mifflin 
The problem of a biography of Emily Dickinson for youth offers insuperable 
difficulties- for the poet excused from life, taking refuge in isolation, frustration, 
abnormal human relations, is no longer an accepted role. Even the inspirational quali~ 
ties are lacking in this dull and romanticized interpretation of a sombre, neurotic 
life. Pervading this oversimplified version of a great and difficult poet, is the in- 
escapable aura of unwholesome isolation, eccentricity, paternal over-attachment, in- 
tense repression. The love interest, emphasizing ivory tower perfectionism and lily 
white frustration can only confuse if not harm, Historically, the author's statements 
seem more positive than proved evidence warrants. The poetry is inadequately represen~ 
ted with a kind of false emphasis on imagined incidents which purport to bring meaning 
to the hackneyed verses. Any young person mature enough to be interested in Emily 
Dickinson beyond the few famous simple poems of anthologies, would do better to gofor 
biographical material to the direct, lucid, distinguished biographies written by mem- 
bers of the Dickinson family, contradictory as they are, or to the sensitive volume 
by Genevieve Taggard, The Life and Mind of Emily Dickinson. There is some purely 





Secondary value to be found in descriptions of family life and New England customs 
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between 1840~60. Illustrated by Ersula Koering. (April) 


Bradley, Cliff BUILDING THE SMALL BOaT — 
2.49 
Handbook for the amateur on small boat building, which should help boys 
to learn how to study and apply boat blueprints. The author urges the best to be had- 
proper tools-proper preparations— thoughtful consideration of the kind of boat, the 
purpose to which it is to be put— the sort of power needed. Chapters follow the 
successive steps,~ hull construction, frame set ups, finishing, etc. The final chap- 
ters take four small boats,~ a rowing skiff, a little sailboat, a utility boat with 
ga motor, a troller. Good for camps, school libraries, etc, (Full report P.28) 
Baker, Rachel DR. MORTON Messner 
$2.50 
A depressing history of a sensitive youth who battled poverty and fulfilled 
his life-long dream of conquering pain in surgery, when he successfully experdmented 
with anesthesia (ether) and developed a means for administering it. Lost and embitter— 
ed, he battled out his days with vicious enemies, an ungrateful government, and a 
battle to salvage a blackened reputation. A sad document, sympathetically written, 
historically of irterest. But hardly a book to encourage budding scientists, or to 


. create sociel»minded workers. A rather strangs choice for a subject of a junior bio- 


graphy. (March) 
Graham, Shirley PAUL ROBESON: Citizen of the World ery 
2.50 

The biographer of George Washington Carver with another successful biography 
of one of the most unusual men of modern times. The author makes the reader feel that 
he is all he is rumored to be and more. She describes his life as son of an inspired 
Negro minister in a New Jersey community, of the spiritual resources he handed on to 
his son, of his superiority as a student, All~ American football player, law student, 
actor, singer~ and finally, the fusion of allthese into the man who dedicated himself 
to the work of freedom all over the world. She makes it good reading and one even for~ 
gives its being on the side of hero worship, for the proportions of the hero are 80 
large that it would be difficult to write of him otherwise. Foreword by Carl Van 
Doren. illustrated with photographs. (March) 


Kerr, Laura DOCTOR ELIZABETH os 
2.50 


Rachel Baker wrote a biography for young people in 1944 of this same figure— 
Elizabeth Blackwell. Her emphasis seemed more on the youth and the psychological steps 
by which she approached her chosen profession, while Laura Kerr writes even more of the 
problems she faced in poverty, social ostracism, and so on. She was the first woman to 
become a licensed medical doctor. Inspired with a sense of dignity and justice, she 
persevered and openéd the way for the many who followed. Her story is told against in- 
teresting social backgrounds of America at several points prior to the Civil War; she 
worked and studied in the Hast, the South, as far West as Cleveland. She went to Eng- 
land- to France, to extend her studies. She was a pioneer in "women's rights” ~ and 
against insuperable odds had a long and successful career, Fruitful reading. (2/6) 


Ford, Lt. Col. Corey & CLOAK AND DAGGER : Random House 
MacBain, Maj. Alastair | $2.50 

A collection of yarns and anecdotes of the unsung Office of Strategic Ser- 
vice which tells the story of American espionage, the support of underground movements, 
dangerous missions into the heart of enemy territory. Like Sub-Rose (see P, 39), here 
is the silent war behind the lines, the Jeds in France, the collaboration of Thailand's 
puppet emperor, the mercy missions of the Burmese natives, and the mass German surrend~ 
er in Italy. There are more individual incidents, and greater significance given to 
these incidents, thus providing a more comprehensive picture than Sub-Rosa~ but all in 
all, it adds little to that record. For full report see P. 27. (2/25) 




























































March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 


March 
March 
March 


March 
March 
March 
Mar ch 


March 
March 


March 
March 


March 


March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 


4— L'Engle, Madeleine 
Stewart, Catherine P. 


An. 
5. 
L2- 
2o~ 
? ?— 


a 
18~ 
21— 


= 


§~ 
13- 


13- 


20- 
27 


4. 


5~ 
ll- 
eo 
20- 
20~ 
7? 
? Pm 





A CALENDAR 


Bottome, Phyllis 


Runbeck, Margaret Lee 


Lindsay, Norman 
Marguiss, Walter 


Stuart, Jesse 
Dick, Isabel 
Richter, Conrad 


Butler, Gerald 
Kelsey, Vera 
Finnegan, Robert 
Garr, John Tickson 


Bulosan, Carlos 
McWilliams, Carey 


Bach, Julian, Jr. 
Sheean, Vincent 


White, Willian Allen 


Perenyi,Eleanor 


Seagrave, Gordon S. 


Chute, Marchotte 
Jones, Tholna 
Sassoon, Siegfried 
Mian, Mary 
Pope-Hennessy, Una 





OF NeW BOOKS FOR MARCH 


CONTEMPORARY 





Ilsa (Vanguard) 


HER HUSBAND'S HOUSH (Scribner) 

THD LIFE LINE (Little, Brown) 

THH SECRET (Appleton—Century) 

COUSIN FROM FIJI (Random House) 

BRUIUS WAS AN HONORABLE MaN (Scribner) 


REGIONAL 


FORETASTE OF GLORY (Dutton) 
COUNTRY HEART (Crowell) 


THE FIELDS (Knopf) 


THRILLERS 





KISS THE BLOOD OFF MY HANDS (Rinchart) 
WHISPER MURDER (Doubleday) 

THE LYING LaDIES (Simon & Schuster) 

HE WHO WHISPERS (Harper) 


NATIONAL, INTERUATIONAL 





AMERICA IS THE HEART (Harcourt, Brace) 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COUNTRY (Duell, 
Sloan & Pearce 

AMERICA'S GERMANY (Randon House) 

THIS HOUSE aGAINST THIS HOUSE (Randon) 


BIOGRAPHY, sUTOBI OGRAPHY 





THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF WILLIaM aLLEN WHIT 
(Macmillan) 

MORE WaS LOST (Little, Brown) 

BURMA SURGEON RETURNS (Norton) 

GECFFREY CHAUCER OF ENGLAND (Dutton) 

SKINNY aNGEL (Whittlesey) 

SIEGRRIED'S JOURNEY (Viking) 

MY COUNTRY IN LAW (Houghton, Mifflin) 

CHARLES DICKENS (Howell, Soskin) 


300 


3.75 


3.00 
3.50 


3.75 
2075 
3,00 
3.75 
2.75 
3-00 
2,50 
4,00 
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42 


45 
45 


43 
76 
74 
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84 


84 
87 
26 


26 
14 
12 
86 
12 
30 
86 
58 





